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EXERCISE THE WORK LNG PRUPLE'S RIGHT TO COLLECTIVE, MASTERY 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, SeP 83 pp 1-9 
[Editor ial-—passeBe® within glantlines denote boldface 3S published] 


(Text } The fifth session of the 7th National assembly unanimously passed 2 
new law oF organizing people's councils and committees - Following the 
promulgation of the laws on electing the National assembly and organizing the 


councils and committees is the completion of the formulation of laws oF 
organizing organs of state authority from the central to local levels. It is 
, new step in snstiturionalizing the working people's right t° collective 
mastery through the state- 


[In building and consolidating state power jn localities: the state has passed 
many impor tant legal documents. The 1946 Constitution and Decree Number 63 of 
92 November 1945 were the first legal basis for or ganizing state power in 
localities. The law of organizing people $ councils and administrative 
committees at all levels in 1962 further elucidated the duties and powers of 
aij-level local administration. The SRV's new Constitution has been passed, 
ushering 19 4 new stage in the building and consolidation of state organs of 
authority in localities: 


During the past scores of years of existence and developments people's 

councils and committees have greatly contributed to the scrupulous 

implementation of the party and government $ policies, guidelines and lines. 

They have propagated these lines and policies among citizens» transiormed them 
' ‘ 


into the people © will and actions, and organized and motivated the people °° 


Cyring OUF people's protracted and arduous resistance atruggles people's 
councils, administrative committees administrative resistance committees 
(during the resistance st rugs le against the French colonialists) » and people's 
revolutionary committees jin the liberated areas and guerrilla base areas in 
the South during the anti-U.d- national ga) vation struggles representing the 


people's will and aspirations» motivated the people to contribute manpower and 











Ee 


"aterial wealth to the resistance against foreign aggression and the building 
of a hiew life, 

Since the liberation of the entire Country, the People elected local people's 
4¢Ministration at 411 levels has greatly helped quickly eliminate the war 
aftermath, build and consolidate the revolutionary power in freshly liberated 
4T€4S, stabilize life, and exercise the working people's right to Collective 
MAStery in Nationa] Construction and defense, 


People's councils and Committees at a]] levels are truly the politica] power 
of the people, from the people, and for the people, Members of people's 
COuncils sre the People's sons and brothers, They have shared weal and woe 
With the people in winning victories and SCOrIng successes, People's councils 
and committees at all ievels are truly schools of State and socia] management, 
People's Councils and committees are trusted, taken Care of, and perfected by 


? he per ite 


ple, 

However, as the resolution of the oth Party Congress pointed out: "Exercising 
their “astery through the state, our People do so primarily through /the 
Nationa] Assembly and People's Councils at a]] levels, / But, so far, the 
Tepresentatives of elective bodies have been given little training with regard 
to their tasks, powers, and methods of activity; a number of elective bodies 
Still work jpn 4 forma] way, falling short of their functions, tasks, and 
powers as Provided for by the Constitution. That is a weak point in the 


functioning of the state apparatus, and also 4 shortcoming in the party's 
leadershj Dp Work, 


Therefore, it is NECeSSary to Strive to insure that the National Assembly, the 

BNESt organ of state power, really brings into Play its role in lawmaking, 
VECIGing ma jor ssues of the State, and Supervising the activities of 
40M Nistratiye ETVICeS at the central level, and that people's councils at 
a** tevels function in accordance with their position 48 local bodies of State 
power, making decisions on important issues in the building of localities, 
Deputies tz, the Nationa] Assembly and People's councils should fully bring 
play their mandatory responsibilities and powers, entertain Close and 
regular contacts with the electors, reflect in time the people's views and 
a5Pirations to the State bodies, thereby bringing about 4 quick acceptance and 


Materialization of the People's correct Suggestions."(1) 
The Jaw of “Feanizing people's Councils and committees which the Nationa] 
Assem| as just passed has CONnCTetized the Constitution and 
ONMAaliszed — the resolution of the 4th Party Congress, Creating 
"991 tions for theae OTgZans to develop their functions, satisfactorily Carry 
Out their te, “Ss INCTease the ef fectivenes. of state's Management, and help 
sa isfactoril, ‘plement the system of party's leadership, State's Management, 
people’ MASLOTY--4 system Which was set forth by the ((fourth--fbis)) 
NPCESSATY to use the Principle that the people exercise mastery in each 
sity «ar tablishment, 4S provided for by law, as a basis for mak ing 
people’ ~OunCIils truly become organs reflec ting the People’s power: » being 
Pesponsit 'O the loca] people, and repress nting the wil] and aspirat ions of 











the local people to decide important tasks in building and defending 
localities. Thanks to this, people's councils will truly become part of the 
life in Vietnamese society in which the working people are collective masters. 
"People's Councils represent the will, aspirations, and right to collective 
mastery of the working people in localities. They motivate and organize 
the people to build and consolidate the administration and to simultaneously 
carry out the three revolutions--the revolution of production relations, the 
scientific and technological revolution, and the ideological and cultural 
revolution--of which the scientific and technological revolution is the 
linchpin, thereby contributing to successfully building socialism and firmly 
defending the socialist fatherland."(2) On the basis of the state's law and 
policies and of the duties and powers of their echelons, people's councils 
"shall decide on and insure the implementation of policies and measures to 
develop the localities’ potentials in all fields."(3) 


People's councils at all Jevels must fully exercise /general powers and 
duties/ encompassing all fields of activity of localities, ranging from the 
building of the economy and development of science and technology, culture, 
society, and life to security, national defense, nationalities policy, 
socialist law, organization, and cadres. Each level of people's councils must 
fulfill the general duties and powers of all-leve)] people's councils while, at 
the same tine, exercising the duties and powers of its own level. This is 
tantamount to achieving a classification of duties and powers of people's 
councils. It is a sort of classification of management, especially economic 
management, one of our party and state's major policies. 


/The question of the effectiveness of people's councils’ activities/ is 
considered to be most important. It must be insured by the effectiveness of 
people's councils’ meetings, the effectiveness of activities of people's 
committees and various sections of people's councils, and the effectiveness of 
activities of people's councilors. This is a major principle aimed at 
insuring that people's councils will operate permanently both as an organ of 
state authority and as an executive organ, “not as a representative organ, but 
an action organ having both legislative and executive powers."(4) 


‘Meetings/ of people's councils must be the main organizationa] form of their 
activities, These meetings are places where the electors’ will and 
aspirations are reported for consideration, where the experience and intellect 
of deputies are gathered, and where matters which are important and vital to 
the local people are examined, discussed, and decided, 


fhe establishment of commissions, including secretariats, of people's councils 
at all levels is compulsory (Article 26). These commissions must truly be an 
organizational form to insure that people's councils are permanent operat ional 
organs. They must be entrusted with duties and broad powers that will enable 
them to contribute directly to the fulfillment of duties and powers of 
people's councils. Assisted by their commissions with such duties and powers, 
people’ councils can fulfill their role as organs of state authority in 


low slitie /* 


fhe improvement of the quality of /deputies' activities/ is one of the = main 
requirements for insuring the effectiveness of people's councils’ activities, 


-) 
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of their meetings, and of the activities of their commissions and people's 
committees. 


/People's committees,/ as executive organs of people's councils, operate as 
State administrative organs in localities. They are standing organs of 
people's councils. In this spirit, between two people's council meetings, 
people's committees are authorized to consider ard resolve problems pertaining 
to the duties and powers of the people’s councils of the same levels—-except 
problems which are under the jurisprudence of people's council meetings and 
must be discussed and settled only at these meetings--and must report their 
work to people's councils for ratification in their earliest meeting(Articles 
47 and 24). Thus, people's committees are an organizational form of people's 
councils. People's councils and committees are not separate organs, but 
people's committees are an integral part of people’s councils, an 
organizational] form of the latter's existence and operation. 


The new law sets forth major principles on establishing and strengthening the 
/correct and close relationship/ between people's councils and people's 
committees of the same levels, between lower- and higher-level administrative 
organs, and between local and central level administrative organs in order to 
fully insure the principle of democratic centralism in the socialist state's 
activities. 





To insure the effective operation of people's councils, the Council of State, 
the Council of Ministers, all-level people's committees, and state organs and 
personne! in localities are responsible for creating favorable conditions for 
people's councils to fulfill their functions and duties as state organs of 
authority in localities. Vietnam Fatherland Front committee and front- 
atfiliated mass organizations have the duty to help deputies to people's 
councils of the same levels to fulfill their tasks and to create conditions 
for them to establish contact with the electorate and collect the opinions and 
aspirations of the people. 


To insure the implementation of the new law after it is promulgated, it is 
necessary to advertise it broadly among the people. Everyone must be made to 
understand that the law, which is based on the local people's administrations’ 
experience in their activities and on local economic and social tasks, 
reflects relatively adequately these experiences and makes them many of its 
clauses. By complying correctly with the clauses of the law, people's 
councils will truly be permanently operational organs that are in a good 
position to fulfill their function of managing the political, economic, and 
social activities in localities. The concrete clauses of the law insure that 
people's councils will operate effectively, ranging from the approval of 
decisions and resolutions to the adoption of measures concerning organization 
and cadres, It is a mistake to contend that the new law is identical to the 
old one in that it is not aimed at correcting the character and form of 
people's councils. It is also a mistake to expect a certain organ to provide 
people's councils with conditions to operate, while they themselves must be 
active and creative and, through their activities, must gradually improve 
their work and enhance their role of managing the state and society. Only 
through their activities will people's councils at all levels be able to 
satisfactorily serve society and the people, thereby prompting the latter to 


eee 





trust and love, and help build people's councils. Along with the efforts of 
the propaganda and education organs, the press, radio sta!:ions, and lecturers 
to explain to the people the people's councils’ functions, duties, and powers, 
people’s councils at all levels and their members must work devotedly, 
energetically, and effectively. They must not be bureaucratic and high- 
handed. They must go closer to the people's life in order :o insure the 
effect of the people's administration and to make themselves a school for 
managing the state and society. All this is the best means for them to 
gradually eliminate the bureaucratic, overbearing, and high-handed practices 
of a number of cadres of people's administrative organs. 


To tully and effectively implement the new law, it is necessary to motivate 
and organize the people to participate in building their administration and 
contribute to the management of the state and society. In other words, the 
people must be made masters of the country and society. To this end, the 
people must, /first of all,/ be allowed to express their views on matters 
related to the country's interests end their own. /Second,/ these matters 
must be included in the agenda of meetings of people's councils and their 
related organs. /Third,/ they must be solwed in such a way as to bring about 
practical results. Collecting views from the people and listening to their 
remarks and criticisms as well as their discussion of measures for solving 
problems are necessary tasks aimed at tightening the relationship between 
administrative organs and their genuine masters and making the people true 
masters. In entertaining their relationship with the electorate and people, 
people's council deputies must not “represent" them just for form's sake. 
Such a relationship is vital to all-level local administrative organs. 


To develop the people's role as true masters, it is imperative to organize and 
motivate them to implement all the resolutions that have been passed. The 
implementation of resolutions must be transformed into a_ seething 
revolutionary movement with practical objectives so that results will be 
obtained in the cause of building and defending the fatherlana. 


Party leadership over the state administration at aJl levels is of extremely 
great significance. People's councils and committees will operate 
satisfactorily only when party committee echelons are fully conscious of and 
fulfill their responsibilities for consolidating the proletarian dictatorship 
power. Party members and cadres who are outstanding and trusted and loved by 
the people must be chosen to work in the state administrative apparatus. The 
party requires that party members and cadres operating in state organs or in 
any other fields of activity should scrupulously respect and defend the 
people's right to mastery and strictly implement the party's lines and 
policies, maintain its discipline, and comply with state laws. Permanent and 
close contro) must be instituted on the implementation of state laws by party 
members and cadres, It is necessary to resolutely eliminate from state organs 
those party members and cadres who have violated the people's right to 
mastery, adopted an overbearing “revolutionary mandarin-like"” attitude, 
engaged in corruptive and bribing practices, and oppressed the people. 


The law on organizing people's councils and committees, which has just been 
passed by the National Assembly, marks a new step in the building of our 
socialist state. Our entire party and all our people and soldiers must 








scrupulously implement this law in order to turn all-level administrative 
organs into an effective tool to develop and insure the people's right to 
collective mastery in building and defending our beloved fatherland. 


CSO: 
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WIN VICTORY FOR SOCIALISM IN THE CURRENT STRUGCLE BETWEFN THE TWO PATHS IN OUR 
COUNTRY 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 6-14, 67 
[Article by Nguyen Vinh--capitalized passages published in italics] 


[Text] Since the complete victory of the anti-U.S. war of resistance, our 
entire country has been liberated and has advanced together to socialism. In 
all parts of the country, many new factors have emerged, the value of which 
prove vividly that our party’s socialist revolutionary line is correct. These 
achievements and progress also show the quality and creative power of perty 
cadres and members and the socialist activity of the mass revolutionery 
movement in exploiting latent potentials and overconing difficulties in order 
to advance. 


However, from the late 1970's to early 1980's, many serious negative phenomena 
detrimenta] to the interests of socialism have cropped up and are still 
developing in some respects. In some places, these phenomena have at times 
overwhelmed even the socialist activity of the working masses, posing no smal] 
obstacle to the building of socialism and the defense of the socialist 
fatherland. The class struggle and the struggle between the socialist and 
capitalist paths in our country have become complex and fierce in all domains 
of social life throughout the country. 


why have the class struggle and the struggle between the two paths become so 
complex and fierce despite the fact that the non-socialist economic components 
in the North have undergone socialist transformation for over 20 years and 
those in the South have undergone transformation immediately after total 
liberation? 


We all know that class struggle and struggle between the socialist end 
capitalist paths are a fundamental characteristic of the transitional period. 
These struggles deeply permeate all aspects of economic, social, ideological 
and cultural life and the people’s way of life; or, as Lenin put it, “they 
seep through all pores of the socioeconomic life."(1) These struggles affect 
the deepest and most basic interests of all the economic components and their 
corresponding social classes in the transitional period: the various classes. 
In our country, the bourgeoisie has recently been transformed or, more 














accurately, is in the process of being transformed. In the North, the old 
bourgeoisie has been virtually transformed and its force is not too big. In 
the South, however, the bourgeoisie is still in the initia] stage of the 
transformation process and the Hoa bourgeoisie occupy a notable position. 
Though having been subject to a few rounds of transformation, they remain a 
strong force unlikely to agree readily to operate in the orbit of socialism. 
They not only possess a large force than the northerr bourgevisie did in the 
past but also know many exploitative maneuvers and business tricks and are 
adept at monopolizing the market and manipuiating prices. Moreover, they 
entertain extensive relations with the foreign bourgeoisie, especially the 
overseas Chinese bourgeoisie in various Southeast Asian countries. 


During the earlier years of the socialist revolution, the proletarian 
dictatorial state carried out the abolition of the capitalist economic 
component and the bourgeoisie mainly in the aspect of ownership, 
“appropriating the appropriator's property,” but only of the most visible 
assets of the capitalist economy. All the other latent potentials of this 
economic component--such as its gold and silver and goods, the traditional 
economic relations it maintains with small producers through a fairly well- 
knit, flexible, and highly effective system of inLermediary organizations, its 
complex relations with international capitalism, and especially its 
responsiveness to the activities of the domestic and international markets-- 
with the exception of those of a handful of patriotic and progressive 
bourgeoisie, have not yet been transformed and used to serve the interests of 
socialism, 


On the contrary, in many cases these bourgeois forces, taking advantage of all 
the shortcomings and difficulties of the socialist economy in its initial 
stage of transformation and building, have utilized their might to enrich 
themselves illegitimately by resorting to many crafty tricks and maneuvers, 
using an underground agent network to monopolize the market and control 
prices, engaging in speculation and smuggling, competing in buying and 
selling, counterfeiting goods and money, evading taxes, and so forth. 


The complexity and destructiveness of the capitalist forces, however, lie not 
only in their own might. What is serious is that, in our country’s 
conditions, the activities of capitalism have fostered and encouraged the 
spontaneous forces among small goods producers, especially small merchants, to 
run after the free market. With their inherent penchant for private 
ownership, their disorderliness, and their lack of a sense of organization and 
discipline, and also due to the abetment of the capitalist forces, not a few 
of these small goods producers and small merchants nave taken advantage of the 
shortcomings in the economic and social management of the state of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat to enrich themselves and become new merchants 
and bourgeoisie. 


Over the past few years, the number of these new merchants and bourgeoisie has 
increased fairly rapidly both in the South, a former capitalist and neo- 
colonialist market, and the North, a market which has undergone several rounds 
of transformation and in which the capitalist forces were greatly reduced 
during the years of the anti-U.S. war for national salvation. Our confusion, 
negligence, and laxity on the distribution and circulation front, especially 

















in the management of the market, goods, money, prices...have truly offered a 
yood opportunity for the new class of merchants to constantly expand. These 
merchants now tend to dominate the socialist market and are fomenting disorder 
in the distribution and circulation field, a difficult and complex battlefield 
in which we still lack experience. from the class of new merchants have 
emerged big traders who have enriched themselves very quickly by resorting to 
many utterly cunning, cynical and dangerous maneuvers. 


Since the change of banknotes in 1978--that is, after only 5-6 years--rhanks 
to their speculative activities, some new bourgeoisie and traders have awassed 
tens of millions in cash, built and bought several houses... They have used 
money and gifts and resorted to the profit-sharing method and other forms of 
bribery to systematically buy and corrupt a number of degenerate and deviant 
cadres and employees of some party and state organs. In this way they have 
gained control of some supplies and goods placed under exclusive state control 
and have even been able to take advantage of the state-owned means of 
communication and transportation, At times they have even everted control 
over trains, truck terminals, supply stations and trade stores. 


A noteworthy activity of the spontaneous capitalist forces is their effort to 
enrich themselves by smuggling foreign goods, especially luxury items from 
capitalist countries. Closely linked with this activity is the "gold 
bleeding" peril, the outflow of our country's gold through the borders and 
across the seas, 


The struggle on the distribution and circulation front is proceeding 
unremittingly and fiercely. This front is the focus of the struggle between 
the socialist and capitalist paths. It also is an area on which the outside 
enemies, in collusion with the reactionaries inside the country, are 
concentrating to sabotage us. Our weaknesses and shortcomings in distribution 
and circulation have further aggravated the difficulties facing the economy. 


The people who make money easily through speculation, smuggling, dealing in 
state-owned goods, black-marketing, and other shady activities which run 
counter to the interests of socialism are precisely those who demand the right 
to enjoy themselves, to plunge into unbridled dissipation, to spend money on 
drink, and to engage in debauchery. They are also those who encourage and 
foster vulgar “tastes,” who relish decadent cultural products, "“ye) low"[non- 
socialist] music, “kung fu" and pornographic movies, and loose lifestyles. 


In short, they have a liking for products of the declining capitalist and U.S. 
neo-colonialist culture. They are encouraging and disseminating money- 
worshiping and egoistic, pragmatist, and profit-oriented “ideals” among young 
people, who are stil] inexperienced in life. They are those who avoid and 
reject all transformation and educational measures taken by the proletarian 
dictatorial state and who attack, deride, and scorn people who firmly maintain 
revolutionary activity and a pure and healthy lifestyle. In this way they 
have spread discordant voices and outmoded lifestyles among not a few youths 
and teenagers. From their wrongdoings in illegal business dealings and loose 
and debauched living, some people have degenerated to the point of leaving the 
fatherland, thus falling victim to the refugee scheme of the imperialists and 
reactionaries, and even to the point of selling themselves to serve the dark 
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designs of the U.S. imperialists, the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, 
and their henchmen, 


Fighting extremely courageously and tenaciously and enduring 411 difficulties 
and hardships, our people recorded countless fabulous achievements in the 
life-and-death struggles against the French and U.S. imperialists. Today, 
they are embarking on great undertakings for the sake of the country's 
independence and freedom and the people's happiness. Recently, however, 
people have appeared on the streets haughtily showing off their T-shirts 
openly touting a certain U.S. capitalist company, gratuitously publicizing 
some firms in Thailand, Taiwan...or carrying grotesque pictures of boys and 
girls aimed a. indling base desires, thus betraying a lack of culture and 
education, [t is worth asking why the centers that foster and disseminate 
these unhealthy lifestyles have not been promptly discovered and done away 
with. 


Besides the new achievements and new talents in the field of cultura] and 
artistic activities, there are also some people who stir up skeptic and 
pessimistic feelings; who are divorced from the party line, from reality, and 
from the laboring masses; and who are commercialistically inclined, chasing 
after vulgar tastes to make profits. Aren't all these negative phenomena the 
consequences of our laxity on the ideologica] and managerial battlefronts? 


The struggle on the ideological and cultura] front is taking place daily and 
has become a very bitter and complex front in the struggle between the 
socialist and capitalist paths. The hostile forces are attempting to revive 
the remnants of backward and even reactionary ideologies and lifestyles alien 
to our new life and new socialist people. The negative phenomena on the 
cultural and social front are exerting bad influences on the thoughts, the way 
of thinking, the way of life, and the psychology of a sizeable section of 
sociery. 


There are many reasons for the current bitterness and complexity of the 
struggle between the two paths. First, objectively, this situation has arisen 
under conditions wherein we, bypassing the stage of capitalist development, 
directly advance to socialism from an agricultural, backward country with an 
economy suffering serious imbalances in many aspects, with its people's 
life beset by numerous difficulties, and with an economic management system 
which is still in the building process and remain unstable. 


On the other hand, it must be stressed that the current struggle to settle the 
question of whether the socialist or capitalist path will prevail in = our 
country is inseparable from the worldwide struggle, which is proceeding in an 


extremely complex and fierce manner, to resolve this issue. Historical 
experiences of the international communist and worker movement have shown 
that hostile foreign forces incessantly scheme and act in collusion with 
reactionary forces inside various countries, inciting opposition and sabotage 
from within. The situation in the past few year: has also shown that sabotage 
activitis of imperialist forces and other international reactionaries have 
not failed to exert a definite impact on the situation of the strugyle between 


the two paths in our country. 








At present, the Chinese expansionist and hegemonist reactionaries, in 
collusion with U.S. imperialism and other reactionary forces, are waging a 
multifaceted war of sabotage against our people. They are resorting to all 
tricks and all forms of sabotage, from propaganda to distort the line and 
policies of our party and state to economic blockade from outside. They also 
use other economic measures to help the bourgeoisie and other anti-socialist 
forces such as reactionaries disguised as religious people, members of the 
former puppet army and administration who refuse to undergo re-education...to 
gabotage us from within. For this reason, the class struggle and the struggle 
between the two paths in our country at the present stage is closely linked 
with the struggle for national defense. National construction closely linked 
with national defense has become an age-old tradition in the thousand-year 
history of our nation. Today, this fact is profoundly reflected in our time 
in the struggle between the socialist and capitalist paths in the present 
stage. This is one of the factors which has caused this struggle to become 
more complex and fiercer with each passing day. 


The struggle between the two roads in the transitional period essentially 
takes place when the working class has seized power and begins to build 
socialism, In this struggle, however, the socialist forces normally hole a 
predominant position and become increasingly stronger, whereas the capitalist 
forces are gradually pushed back and abolished. The expeditious, almost 
unrestrained development of the capitalist forces in our country over the past 
few years was not normal, This state of affairs was related to our 
shortcomings on the ideological front as well as in organization and 
mhahagement , 


The revolution has shifted to a new stage, but the awareness of many cadres 
and people has failed to change in accordance with the requirements, 
substance, and character of the class struggle and the struggle to decide 
whether the socialist or capitalist paths will prevail under the new 
conditions of the revolution throughout the country. 


In its initial stage, socialism in our country still has to wrestle with 
countless difficulties, especially those in the economy and in daily life. 
The line to follow to basically overcome these difficulties and advance to 
socialism was traced by the 4th Party Congress and concretized by the Sth 
Party Congress for the present stage. This line involves especially 
important issues such as holding fast to the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
building the system of the laboring people's collective mastery, and carrying 
out national industrialization, These are precisely the basic objectives of 
socialist transformation and the building of socialism; they are «aimed at 
insuring the total victory of the socialist path over the capitalist path. 

The resolution of the 4th Plenum of the Sth Party Central Committee has 
clearly pointed out that our recent weaknesses were partly due to the fact 
that “in THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE TWO PATHS in the initial staye of the 
transitional period, we have failed to firmly grasp THE GENERAL LINE AND THE 
LINE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE VARTY. For this reason, we have not 
closely combined transformation with building; have not actively carried out 
the transformation of agriculture, private capitalist industry and trade, 
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emai} industry, and handicrafts; have not applied ourselves to consolidating 
and developing the national economy and building and managing the collective 
economy; have neglected inventory end control work, have been lax in enforcing 
the state law; have not severely punished exploiters, speculators, smugglers, 
embezzlers, illegal businessmen..."(2) Laxity in establishing and developing 
the system of collective mastery in economy; the failure to actively and 
persistently transform the capitalist economy and small-scale production along 
the line of socialism through the adoption of appropriate forms and steps; the 
failure after carrying out socialist transformation to consolidate and perfect 
the newly established socialist production relations in all the three 
aspects--the ownership, management, and distribution systems--have all caused 
delays in the strengthening and consolidation of the socialist battlefront 
while creating an opportunity for the capitalist forces to emerge and develop. 


The system of socialist collective mastery is insured by the democratic 
centralisom principle. This principle does not accept the state of 
bureaucratic centralism; at the same time, it rejects small collective-type or 
guild-type mastery, liberalism, fragmentation, and anarchism. Recently, in 
economic and social management, the democratic centralism principle has not 
been firmly maintained and there have been many violations of this principle. 
This is a major shortcoming. 


In view of the common difficulties in the economy and daily life, many 
sectors, localities, and basic units, bringing into full play their initiative 
and creativity, have exploited all capabilities in labor and land and other 
means of production to promote production, thereby contributing to overcoming 
the common difficulties, 


Recently, however, in our country’s socioeconomic life there have appeared 
deviationistic phenomena, fragmentation, dispersion, arbitrariness, and even 
disorganization, indiscipline, and the tendency to care only for parochial] 
interests and ignore common obligations. This is 4 practice which has at 
times hurt the common interests, This state of affairs has resulted in the 
slackening of the discipline, rules, and regulations of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 


While «a number of old rules and procedures no longer suitable in the new 
situation have been understandably broken, some necessary rules and procedures 
have not been respected. We should pay attention to the fact that this 
slackening of the rules and regulations of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in various party and state organs have encouraged disorganized, 
indisciplined, and even anarchic activities in social life, such as the 
development of the free market without it being subject to state control, the 
overt trading and hoarding by merchants of the goods and materials directly 
managed by the state... The situation becomes even more complex when 
merchants bribe a number of cadres and employees of state organs to siphon off 
goods and materials to the free market, using the names of state organs to 
conduct illegitimate business and even to break normal managerial] regulations. 


The railway sector is a tightly organized communications and transportation 
service with military-like discipline; yet things have occasionally 











deteriorated to the point of allowing trains to leave anything and stop 
anywhere they please and merchants to monopolize an entire train at a time. 


Electricity is a modern industrial sector requiring centralized and unified 
organization and management and strict discipline. The’ electricity 
distribution grid in many places, however, has fallen into disorder and has 
even been used by bad elements in activities at variance with the interests of 
socialism... 


It is these phenomena of fragmentation, liberalism, disorganization, and 
discipline that have opened the door for the spontaneous capitalist forces to 
develop rapidly without being promptly and effectively checked. This state of 
affairs has given rise to serious negative consequences affecting the economy, 
management discipline, public order and security, and, as a result, the system 
of socialist collective mastery and the consolidation of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 


More serious still, such fragmentation, liberalism, disorganization, and 
indiscipline have provided a cover for illegal activities, spontaneous 
Capitalist undertakings, and sabotage by hostile forces aimed at specific 
objectives. In a great many cases it is difficult to distinguish 
irresponsible and unwitting acts of cadres and employees in our apparatus from 
the enemy's deliberate acts of sabotage. Obviously, international reactionary 
forces such as the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists know how to _ take 
advantage of these shortcomings of ours. 


Of course, when we criticize the current fragmentation and slackening of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, it does not mean that we advocate a return to 
the bureaucratic, administrative method of management based on subsidization, 
that is, the not so effective, rigidly centralized mode of management which 
does not pay full attention to economic efficiency and which has been 
criticized time and again by our party. Nor does it mean that we should curb 
the initiative and creativity of localities and basic units. Besides, in 
certain cases, fragmentation, liberalism, disorganization, and indiscipline 
have stemmed from some legitimate demands of localities, establishments, and 
the masses which were not promptly satisfied within their organization, 
compelling the masses to take matters into their own hands and resolve them in 
a spontaneous and arbitrary fashion. By spontaneous actions we mean an action 
that oversteps the bounds of the masses’ conscious calculations and that 
breaks loose from the state control. If these actions by the masses are not 
promptly and effectively guided, corrected, and dealt with, they will easily 
increase the prevalence and seriousness of the state of disorganization and 
indiscipline, creating conditions for the negative factors opposed to _ the 
interests of socialism to interfere and pull such actions toward a_ bad 
direction for development. 


Therefore, to overcome disorganization and anarchy, we must also overcome the 
shortcomings of bureaucratism and sluggishness in management. This is because 
we should not forget that prolonged bureaucratism and sluggishness may result 
in very damaging anarchy. 








Realities over the past few years have shown that socialist order cannot be 
restored wherever corrupt officia) in the party and state apparatuses still 
exist and collude with speculators, smugglers, and elements of the exploitive 
class to steal the people's property. For this reason, resolutely expelling 
from our ranks the bourgeoisie'’s henchmen and the elements still participating 
in exploiting the masses is an indispensable condition for increasing the 
party's fighting strength and enhancing the effectiveness of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in the class struggle and in the struggle between the two 
paths in the present stage. 


Economically, the class struggle and the struggle between the two paths in the 
transitional period in our country mainly consist in advancing small-scale 
production to large-scale socialist production and in struggling to prevent 
capitalist development. In the immediate future, this means that we must 
resolutely transform the capitalist economic component and actively and 
persistently carry out the transformation of agriculture, small industry, and 
handicrafts, taxing small producers onto the road of cooperativization by 
means of appropriate steps and forms. At the same time, we must pay attention 
to stepping up the development of productive forces. This is a very complex 
process of development which is strewn with difficulties and which has to go 
through many stage and steps. 


A problem of utmost importance is that in each of these stages we must be able 
to find and apply appropriate forms and measures to carry out socialist 
transformation and to build socialism. If we adopt targets, forms, and 
measures which are too ambitious, we will not have sufficient capabilities or 
forces to implement them, and this will inevitably lead to difficult and 
complex situations. On the contrary, if we do not formulate positive and 
appropriate policies and measures to step up socialist transformation and the 
building of socialism, we will not be able to make the fullest use of our 
existing potential and will restrain the masses’ revolutionary movement and 
slow down its advance. 


Experience over the past few years has also shown that to settle the question 
of which of the two paths will prevail in each period and in specific 
historical conditions, we must know how to combine and simultaneously use 
various economic, administrative, and educational measures; enhance the 
leadership and guidance of al] party committee echelons as well as_ state 
control; improve the economic management mechanism and various procedures and 
policies; and develop the laboring people's right to collective mastery in all 
domains of social life. 


To effectively carry out the socioeconomic tasks in each period we must seek 
and satisfactoriiy apply ECONOMIC FORMS AND MFASURES OF A TRANSITIONAL NATURE 
or, as lenin put it, we “must build small bridyes" to take the smal) 
agriculture-based economy to socialism. The form of product contracts with 
labor yroups and laborers implemented in agriculture over the past few years 
is a positive example, The lessons drawn in the recent period, however, have 
clearly shown that while some transitional forms and measures have achieved 
many positive effects, others have given rise to numerous negative phenomena, 
This means that not all transitional forms and measures are appropriate and 
correct, A correct form or measure must have the effect of promoting the 
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process of advy-ncing towerd socialism, helping simultaneously develop the 
productive forces and consolidate socialist production relations, suppressing 
negative activities of a bourgeois or petty bourgeois character, and creating 
necessary conditions for the economy and society to continue to advance in a 
healthy and steady manner. 


On the other hand, transitional forms and measures are, by definition, not 
stable, permanent, and perfect. If closely and constantly led and guided, 
they must satisfactorily develop their positive aspects and create conditions 
for the advance to higher forms. On the other hand, if slackened, they may 
give rise to negative factors. 


The » «ss of organizing the implementation of Decisions 25/CP and 26/CP has 
of fe. vivid example of this problem. We should not overestimate the good 
side of a transitional form or measure, regarding it as a miraculous solution 
for all problems in the struggle between the socia! st and capitalist paths. 
Nor should we deny the positive and revolutionary effects of transitional 
forms and measures just because of their nonradical and still imperfect 
aspects. Moreover, as their application indicates, transitional forms and 
measures wil] not last forever but need to be gradually improved and upgraded 
according to the changes of the socioeconomic situation in each period of 
history. Therefore, we must closely monitor the working process of the 
transitional forms and measures and detect newly emerging contradictions so as 
to promptly adjust and improve these forms and measures, thereby adapting them 
to the objective conditions in each period of the struggle between the 
socialist and capitalist paths in our country. 


In practice, the struggle between the two paths must be conducted through the 
application of concrete policies and through concrete socioeconomic managerial 
activities. Since the 5th Party Congress, our state has promulgated numerous 
specific supplemental policies and regulations to lead and manage the economy. 
Naturally, we still have to actively follow these policies and regulations in 
the development of the socioeconomic situation so as to make appropriate 
amendments to promptly correct shortcomings, prevent and rectify deviations, 
and, at the same time, bring into full play the positive role of these 
policies, 


For this reason, an important and pressing problem at present is that we must 
concentrate on studying and promptly promulgating socioeconomic policies 
suitable for the present stage, and we must especially concentrate on insuring 
serious implementation of these policies. We must satisfactorily build the 
system wherein “plans serve as the center; planning is closely linked with 
economic accounting and socialist business; use value is firmly maintained 
while importance is attached to value and the law of value." We must 
"strictly follow the principle of democratic centralism... and implement 
collective mastery of the three fundamental levels: central, local, and 
basic"; “resolutely OPPOSE BUREAUCRATIC SUBSIDIZATION"; and, at the same 
time, we must also “resolutely OPPOSK THE MALADY OF UNRESTRAINED 
1, [BERALISM."( 3) 


We should adopt clear-cut policies and attitudes toward each economic 
component and the social classes associated with it. When advocating vigorous 











development of the state and collective economies, we should hold a correct 
attitude toward the private economy. All simplistic attitudes--prohibiting 
all or permitting all--cannot be regarded as correct. 


The state of the dictatorship of the proletariat should define the bounds 
within which the private economy may exist and operate in each domain. On 
this besis, the state should transform, use, and steer it in the sole 
direction of serving socialism. 


We cannot detach ourselves from the masses’ revolutionary movement if we want 
to study, experiment with, and review concrete forms and measures applicable 
in the struggle between the two paths in the stage that lies immediately 
ahead. It is the masses’ revolutionary movement that will give rise to 
initistives and transitional forms and measures which may promptly and 
effectively meet the requirements of specific socioeconomic situations. Once 
the party and state lines and policies have been translated into the masses‘ 
Creative revolutionary actions, the struggle between the socialist and 
Capitalist paths will certainly develop in a positive direction. We should 
also adopt positions, policies, and organizational forms suitable for each 
domain to take the masses into various movements for organized and guided 
revolutionary actions, check negative and unlawful activities, and 
expeditiously restore order in each principal domain of social life. 


Hanoi’s recent experience in dealing with the elements who owned houses of 
great value built with illegitimate sources of income has had a positive 
impact on the mass movement. Hanoi's action has taught all people to live 
according to the law and consciously protect the interests of socialism. At 
the same time, it has enhanced the effectiveness of our state's dictatorship 
and resolutely blocked and abolished the capitalist path. 


Under the party leadership and with the active and voluntary participation of 
the working class and laboring people, the state of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat is the organizer of the struggle between the two paths to achieve 
victory for socialism. The question of utmost importance is that we must 
enhance the party organizations’ fighting strength and leadership, the state 
apparatus’ management efficiency, and the mass organizations’ motivating and 
educational role and insure that the organs of state authority fully reflect 
the will of the working class in this struggle. 


The resolution of the Sth Party Congress clearly pointed out: "Our state must 
fully exercise both its political and economic powers to preserve social 
discipline, wage an effective struggle against lawbreaking and social evils, 
and do away with the abnormal situation wherein many laws and regulations are 
not correctly implemented or even not implemented at all. The state organs at 
the central and local levels should adopt a firm attitude and strong measures 
to prevent and eliminate violations of the people's right to collective 
mastery; mercilessly suppress the counter-revolutionaries; punish those 
exploiters who refuse to reform as well as hooligans and ruffians, 
speculators, smugglers, and embezzlers; and sternly deal with those cadres and 
employees who abuse their positions and power to contravene the laws,"(4) 
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The struggle between the socialist and capitalist paths in our country is 
proceeding very bitterly, complexly, and fiercely. This struggle is becoming 
even fiercer because the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists in collusion 
with the U.S. imperialists and other reactionary forces are frenziedly 
opposing us. However, by seriously reviewing our recent work and clearly 
perceiving the new, positive, and revolutionary factors, we will gair much 
more experience to launch a revolutionary movement of the laboring people 
under the party's leadership and the state's management to win victory for 
socialism in all domains of life. 
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IDEOLOGY, ORGANIZATION, AND THE ECONOMY 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 15-22 
[Article by Nguyen Duc Binh--capitalized passages published in italics] 


[Text] In the Party Central Committee's fourth plenum, the urgent ideological 
and organizational issues related to the implementation of immediate 
socioeconomic tasks were mentioned. 


"In implementing this plenum resolution we must meet the requirements of 
intensively unifying will and action and of enhancing singlemindedness within 
the party on the basis of enhancing the revolutionary knowledge, ideology, 
quality, and ethics of cadres and party members in order to create new and 
even more vigorous changes in all aspects of the revolutionary mass movement 
beginning the end of 1983. 


It is necessary to use generally and combine closely all the ideological, 
organizational, and economic measures in order to fulfill these 
requirements."(1) 


In this article, we strive mainly from the standpoint of the ideological task 
to clarify the relationship between this task and the economic task so as to 
help thoroughly understand and victoriously implement the Party Central 
Committee's fourth plenum resolutions. 


The main characteristic, vitality, and effectiveness of the ideological task 
lies in its close combination and organic unification with the economic and 
organizational tasks. This can be said a MAJOR CENERAL REVIEW and a major 
lesson derived from the fruitful experiences accumulated over the past. This 
is simultaneously A FUNDAMENTAL VIEWPOINT AND A BASIC GUIDELINE for renovating 
the method of exercising leadership, providing guidance, and implementing the 
ideological task. Such combination and unification, if achieved, is a 
fundamental guarantee for fulfilling well not only the ideological task but 
also the economic and organizational tasks. Only by achieving such a 
combination and unification can we turn the guideline "THE IDEOLOGICAL TASK IS 
PERFORMED BY THE ENTIRE PARTY" into reality, otherwise, this guideline remains 


a slogan. 
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The issue raised in the fourth plenum resolution is that ideology will not be 
separated from the economy and organization but it must be included in the 
economy, derived from the economy, and directed toward the economy. It must 
be combined closely with all the economic activities an:', at the same time, 
with the organizational operations. 


Such a way of raising the question not only is practical from the realistic 
viewpoint, but theoretically also reflects the profound viewpoint of 
dialectical materialism on -he relationship and mutual effect between ideology 
and the economy and organization. Asaresult, it is clear that the 
ideological task no longer is the exclusive task of the propaganda and 
training committee and ideologists but the duty of all party members and even 
leaders and economic managers. 


In raising the question, the fourth plenum resolution reflects an extremely 
important principle, a principle characteristic of the nature of the 
ideological task. This is THF UNIFICATION BETWEEN THOUGHT AND ACTIOn, THEORY 
AND PRACTICE, AND WORDS AND DEEDS. Regrettably, we have not performed this 
correctly. The major shortcoming in the ideological task lies mainly in our 
disassociation with life. As a result, our task lacks sharpness, militancy, 
quality, and effectiveness. A rather prevailing phenomenon that should be 
overcome is separation of theory from practice and vice versa. We talk a lot 
but do very little or nothing, we say one thing and do another, or we perform 
badly but report all is good. 


The unification of the three ideological, organizational, and economic tasks 
is of the nature of an objective law. We must therefore have uniform and 
general viewpoints on the ideological, economic, and organizational activities 
so as to insure effective party leadership and guidance contro] over all tasks 
as well as each aspect of the tasks. We have long failed to do so. The 
following few examples alone can reveal that we have normally separated these 
aspects one from another and have even placed them in opposition. In 
assessing the current situation, some people say that the economic life cannot 
be improved because of poor ideological task performance while others say it 
is impossible to fulfill the ideological task well in such a difficult 
economic life. The separation of the ideological task from the economic task 
is manifested by the lack of economic contents in the ideological task that 
has not stemmed adequately from the real economic situation and has not 
adhered to the economic duties, targets, policies, and guidelines of the state 
and party in the immediate future course of the transitional period. 
Conversely, in implementing our economic task, we normally fail to pay 
attention to the ideological contents and the politica] viewpoints and to take 
interest in the social, political, and ideological results. 


Previously, we at times implemented our ideological task almost separately 
trom the organizational and economic tasks. In some localities, the 
ideological task was intensified to the point that the task was apparently 
believed to be able to resolve everything. 


Realities in life over the past few years have taught us. In the domain of 
socialist construction, we have seen that ideology must be essentially linked 
to the economy; that after all consideration, the economic motives are 
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decisive and that the ideological task must be aimed at detecting and 
Clarifying these economic motives based on the correct, revolutionary, and 
scientific ideological viewpoints so as tu stir up the long undetected 
ideological strength. The ideological task must turn economic motives into 
spiritual strength that is in turn transformed into material force to promote 
the economic activities. In this regard, our ideological, theoretical, and 
economic propaganda tasks and our mass commmications media in the past few 
years have progressed well. We have done quite a lot of work and have 
actually made positive contributions to creating new changes in the eronomy. 
Nevertheless, these achievements in the ideological task are only a start and 
we should continue to struggle even harder along this line. 


In addressing the economy and economic activities here, we want to encompass 
many aspects of the economy ranging from the objective economic conditions 
and the economic relations, requirements, interests, and laws to the economic 
duties, objectives, policies, and systems and the realistic economic 
operations. The ideological task would possess neither vitality nor 
effectiveness if it were emancipated from these factors. With respect to the 
ideological task, these factors play the role of either a base, an impetus, 2 
starting point, a scope, a viewpoint, a guideline, a target, or a combination 
measure. Ideology can only bear some positive effect on the economy mainly 
when it stems from the economy, correctly refiects the economy, and is 
combinec closely with the organizational task. 


THE ECONOMY IS BY NATURE A SOURCE OF IDEOLOGICAL STRENGTH. The economic 
realities generate ideology. The mission of the ideological task is to give 
the masses some knowledge concerning the objective development laws of 
society, to oppose the influence of capitalist and non-proletarian ideologies, 
to make the masses thoroughly understand the party lines and policies, and to 
mobilize the masses to participate actively in all social processes and real 
revolutionary activities in the people's interest. If all of these can be 
achieved in reality, the ideological activities will find a firm base of 
Support in the very sozioeconomic processes and in the results and 
achievements of these processes. Not only the ideological task alone but also 
the development and achievement of realistic socialism will bring about great 
political, ideological and moral results. 


There are ideological problems that cannot be resolved by the ideological 
tasks alone but must be resolved by the economic and organizational measures 
simultaneously. The problems of jobless workers and factories without 
materials, raw materials, and energy to operate cannot be resolved simply by 
the ideological task. Evidently, no economic duties can be achieve by 
themselves without the positive effect of the ideological task. As a result, 
the active role of ideology must be fully developed. However, ideology can be 
turned into material force and steadily consolidated only when it is rooted in 
the economy and insured by the organization of some economic bases. 


The Party Central Committee's (fourth tenure) sixth plenum made a very 
important observation that led to a change in our policy: "Workers are not 
enthusiastic in productive labor.” As the new viewpoints and the new 
management policies and systems have paid proper attention to workers’ 
interests, the labor movement for agricultural and industrial production has 
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definitely progressed over the past few years and has considerably contributed 
to reducing the economic and livelihood difficulties. It is clear that a 
correct economic policy and system can by itself create great ideological and 
moral strength, stirring up an entire movement. 


The reverse side of the problem is of course also true. Ideology would suffer 
very bad and major consequences if we committed mistakes iim our economic 
policies and systems. For example, if the correct aspect of Decision No 25/CP 
has born some extremely positive effects on icth the economy and ideology, its 
loopnoles have caused no small a damage to not only the economy but also 
ideology, as we all know. Moreover, economic losses can be normally 
calculated in money while ideologica] losses together with all their immediate 
and distant and direct and indirect consequences are incalculable. 


Once the economic sys!ems, objectives, and policies have been erroneous, there 
will be no more conditions for implementing the ideological task well. For 
example, if we increase retail sale prices before increasing the wholesale 
prices of production means by 10 times while always explaining that such an 
increase does not affect retail sale prices, how can people accept it? A 
mistake in the economic task not only will deprive us of conditions for 
implementing the ideological task well but will] by itself also destroy good 
ideologies, causing ideological confusion and deviation and creating good 
fomenting grounds for bad ideologies. If “the three interests,” “the three- 
part plan,” and so forth are implemented in a too widespread manner without 
being closely guided and guaranteed by appropriate conditions, not only wil] 
disturbances occur in the economic field but also negativism wil] affect the 
ideological domain. Truly speaking, A MISTAKE IN THE ECONOMIC TASK BY ITSELF 
REFLECTS AN IDEOLOGICAL ERROR. Ideology per se is not something abstract with 
exists purely in a separate kingdom. Ideology is manifested by its material 
and economic existence. The deterioration and erosion of the state-run and 
collective economy in a locality indicates a decline in socialist ideology. 
It materially manifests the deterioration and erosion of socialist ideology 
itself. Not only the ideological agencies but primarily the economic 
agencies, the entire party, and all echelons and sectors would be held 
responsible for allowing such a situation to occur. 


As stated above, we have understood for years now that in addition to the 
ideological impetus there is another stimulus that is more underlying among 
all the stimuli: the economic interests. Implementing the economy, it is 
impossible not to pay attention to the economic interests, to disregard the 
economic conditions, and to calculate the economic results. THESE POINTS HAVE 
BEEN SO FAR AFFIRMED AND MUST BE ASSERTED EVEN MORE STRONGLY. WE MUST 
CONTINUE TO OPPOSE THE VIEWPOINTS OF SUBJECTIVE IDEALISM AND INTELI.ECTUALJSM 
IN PRACTICALLY LEADING THE ECONOMY. We must always oppose inertia resulting 
from the habitual] practices during the time when everything was subsidized. 
we must resolutely engage in economic accountability and socialist business by 
carefully computing losses and profits. This is one aspect and the very 
fundamental one. 


Moreover, it is impossible to ignore the situation in which another extremist 
tendency appears when the role of economic interests and levers has _ been 
recognized: the tendency to acknowledge only the economic factors and to 
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definitely belittle the role of ideology and politics. In fact, there have 
been cases of these or those localities which might gein economically but lose 
ideologically, win a component but lose a whole, get immediaie profit but 
suffer great loss in the long run, obtain obvious results but stand at 
variance with the set goals and fundamental principles, or acquire wealth but 
fail to succeed in improving production relations and winning people. 


It is necessary to make production spring forth in order to get much wealth. 
Only with wealth can we speak of resolving workers’ livelihood problems. This 
is an order of the day in today’s life. We cannot think >*herwise since the 
scientific socialism we are building differs from “austere socialism" and 
"ethical socialism." Nevertheless, it is mainly because of genuine socialism 
that we cannot help TAKING INTEREST IN THE CLASS BACKGROUND OF MANUFACTUKED 
PRODUCTS TO KNOW HOW AND WITH WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURED AND, FINALLY, 
HOW THEY ARF DISTRIBUTED AND TO WHOM, 


Faced with serious economic and livelihood probleas, some comrades have raised 
this question: EITHER Wk WANT MUCH WEALTH AND WE MUST LET PRODUCTION SPRING 
FORTH; THEN, WE MUST BOLDLY ACCEPT THE INEVITABLE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES; or IF 
WE WANT TO KEEP THE SOCIETY HEALTHY AND WHOLESOME, WE MUST "TIE OUR HANDS AND 
FEET” AND STAY PUT. As communists, we HAVE OUR OWN PRINCIPLES; why should we 
pose ourselves in such a deadlock position? The problem is not to sacrifice 
this for that but mainly to fulfill both requirements by all means: TO 
PRODUCE MORE ASSETS EVERY DAY AND TO SIMULTANEOUSLY MAKE PEOPLE AND PRODUCTION 
RELATIONS INCREASINGLY BETTrR. IN ORDER TO DO SO, WE MUST CORRECTLY SEITLE 
THF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN IDEOLOGY AND THE ECONOMY AND THE ECONOMY WITH 
POLITICS ON THE BASIS OF THE MARXIST VIEWPOINT AND THE WORKING CLASS STAND. 
Deviating from this viewpoint and stand, we cannot avoid falling into EJ THER 
subjective idealism and intellectualism OR pragmatism, a selfish and short- 
-ighted economic doctrine. 


Of these two erroneous trends, the second seems to develop seriously in some 
places. This is a harmful manifestation of rightist thinking that must 
necessarily be opposed. It is really a mistake, a PRINCIPLED MISTAKE, when 
dealing with the economic and livelihood problems to see interests only 
partially and not in whole, the immediate and not fundamental and long-term 
profits, and the economic and not social aspects; to talk about production 
forces without paying any attention to production relations; to run after the 
market system and neglect the state plans; to take into account only the 
economic results and not the ideological, political, and educational results; 
and to consider only things and not persons. It is really opportune = and 
useful to recall here Lenin's famous controversial point: "Politics is a 
condensed manifestation of economics," and "it is impossible for politics not 
Lo. 6occupy the first position as regard to economics," and "without a correct 


political stand, ws given class cannot firmly maintain its domination AND [5S 
(THEREFORE unable to fulfill its tasks IN PRODUCTION."(2) The ideological tash 
must insure this correct political and economic relationship, establish 
ocialist ideological system, resolutely oppose capitalism and other  non- 
proletarian ideologies, and lead the economic activities correctly along the 
cialist line, 
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Speaking politics in our country now basically means the general and economic 
lines of our party. It is first of all about firmly grasping proletarian 
dictatorship, developing the laboring people's collective mastery, the three 
revolutions, and the “who will defeat whom" struggle between the capitalist 
and proletarian classes and between the capitalist and socialist paths. 


This struggle is linked closely to the struggle against the Chinese 
expansionists and hegemonists who are colluding with the U.S. imperialists and 
other reactionary forces, The shortcomings which our party has pointed out 
such as failure to combine transformation closely with construction; to 
positively conduct the socialist transformation of agriculture, private 
capitalist traders and industrialists, craftsmen, artisans, and smal] 
merchants; to attentively consolidate and develop the state-run economy; to 
establish and manage the collective economy; to implement scrupulously the 
principle of state monopoly in foreign trade; to conduct inventory and 
exercise control in a proper manner; to observe state law; to observe market 
management and the struggle on the ideological, cultural, and artistic fronts; 
and to severely punish exploiters, speculators, smugglers, and dishonest 
businessmen, All of these shortcomings are in fact expressions of alienation 
from the party's ideological and political viewpoints. Such alienation has 
been one of the main factors that led to recent deviation, trouble, and 
confusion in the economic activities. 


Noteworthy is that the tendency toward economism is generating and fostering 
selfish, narrow-minded and pragmatic psychologies, affecting even a large 
segment of our basic masses of all strata. 


Our country's young working class now badly needs education in the spirit of 
socialist collective mastery. It badly needs support to raise its thinking 
and knowledge to a proper level in line with its position and role as the 


ruling class of the = state. However, at present, ihe unauthorized 
manipulations to improve livelihood and the casual application of the various 
policies on wages and bonuses have created many excessive gaps and 


irregularities in the levels of income among various components and domains. 
The working class is becoming divided and affected by the psychology of a 
yuild and by unionism, : 


Some youths are heavily affected by a money-minded psychology. They pursue a 
hedonistic and base lifestyle disregarding socialist ideals, ambitions, and 


ethics. we all know that what is called apoliticizing and de-ideologizing 
youths of all strata constitutes the very dangerous and deceitful maneuver 
often used by the capitalist and imperialist propaganda machinery to drive 
youths into capitalist politics and onto the anti-communists and anti- 


SO ialist line, 


l hve moot erjous causes of concern now are the tendencies of eCONnOM LSM, 
praymatiom, and profiteerism which are eroding the ideology of no small a 
number of cadres and party members, including some higher than low-ranking 
cadres, we cannot help paying attention to the situation in which THI 
[DROLOGICAL ACTIVITY AND LEVEL WITHIN THE PARTY HAS TENDED TO DECLINE OVER THI 
PAST FW YEARS. Some party members and cadres and even some party 
organizations as a whole have thought of and dealt with matters of “interest” 











just like ordinary people and, at times, even worse. Some party 
organizations, leaders, and factories’ managing cadres have begun to increase 
wages and bonuses without limit and have illegally withheld manufactured 
products for “internal distribution," “barter,” or "sales" in order to improve 
"workers'’ living condition." Some administrative and professiona] agencies 
have resorted to several unauthorized means including unauthorized trade in 
order to seek “the three interests." Generally speaking, in some party 
organizations the demands for ideology, revolutionary zeal and ethical quality 
seem to be no longer raised. Such subjects as communist ideals, party 
character, the principled nature of the party, the working class stand, 
communist ethics, self-criticism and criticism, and anti-individualism are 
rarely mentioned. 


Jt is clear that at present our duty in implementing the ideological task has 
two aspects: On the one hand, we have TO INTENSIFY THE ECONOMIC PROPAGANDA TO 
EDUCATE cadres, party members, and large segments of the masses and to 
accelerate the basic and systematic formation of SOCIALIST ECONOMIC THINKING 
AND SOCIALIST ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT ABILITY, primarily for leading and 
management cadres. 


This duty is extremely important and urgent due to the revolutionary realities 
and since we have long neglected and failed to do it properly. On the other 
hand, we should resolutely struggle AGAINST ALL DEVIATIONS CHARACTERIZED BY 
PRAGMATISM AND ECONOMISM. In performing the economic task, it is necessary to 
TAKE STRICT ACCOUNT OF NOT ONLY THE ECONOMIC RESULTS BUT ALSO THE EDUCATIONAL 
RESULTS AND TO ‘THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND J|.ENIN'S CONCEPT OF ‘THF RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN POLITICS AND ECONOMICS, In performing the economic task it is 
impossible not to pay attention to and meet the ideological requirements, and 
not to thoroughly understand the party's political viewpoints on the economic 
activities, 


When saying that the ideological task must be linked closely to the economic 
activities, we already imply that THE IDEOLOGICAL TASK MUST BE NECESSARILY 
IMPLEMENTED ALONG WITH THE ORGANIZATIONAL TASK AND THAT THE THREF IDEOLOGICAL, 
ORGANIZATIONAL, AND ECONOMIC TASKS MUST BE COMBINED. The economic operations 
cannot be carried out if they are not organized in a certain way. The 
organizations defined by the ob jective--the economy--to be organized while it 
exerts a positive impact on the economy. While being controlled by ideology, 
the organization positively influences ideology. Fxperience shows that in the 
process of production, well organized labor activities are very important 
conditions to achieve high results and play a decisive role in dealing with 
the economic duties and developing moral and ideological life. The great 
economic and ideological results obtained under the various forms of contracts 
in ayriculture, industry, and construction clearly testify to this point. 


Conversely, sluggishness and trouble in the economic tield as well as in the 
cultural and ideological fields in most cases stems mainly from the 
hhortcomings and weaknesses in the organization and the organizational task. 
kxperience has shown that we often have to begin with revamping the 
organization and the organizational] task in order to remedy this situation. 
Sometimes, thie key 1s a reassignment of cadres, a rearrangement of the 
machinery, of improvement of the managerial and operating task, the correct 
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implementation of the democratic centralization principle, or a guarantee for 
strict enforcement of the systems of responsibility, organization, and 
discipline. 


The relationship among ideology, organization, and the economy is clearly 
manifested in such mass movements as the movements for socialist emulation and 
thrifty practice. In campaigning for emulation as well as thrifty practices, 
if we do not closely combine the three ideological, organizational, and 
economic measures, our campaign will be finally empty and of no avail. 
Irrigation work, production of export items, and so forth can become a 
movement yielding expected results only if we know how to uniformly consider 
the economic, ideological, and organizational factors. 


The revolutionary mass movement to build socialism differs from the 
revolutionary mass movement in the national democratic revolution. In 
building socialism, if we want to have a revolutionary mass movement, in 
addition to the spiritual motive like that needed during the national 
democratic revolution, we must also take into account the factor of material 
incentives, and the unification of the three interests of society, 
collectives, and individual workers. As for the organizational factor, it is 
always needed, 


The use of economic levers and the combination of the three interests require 
correct ideological viewpoints and a detailed, careful, and principled 
organizational task. If the factor of material incentives is belittled, we 
will fall into idealism and illusionism. However, if this factor is 
absolutized and the task of political and ideological] education is belittled, 
we wil] fall into marrow-minded economics and pragmatism. In the relationship 
among the three interests, priority should be given to the interests of 
society and collectives. 


This does not mean that the interests of individual] workers are secondary. 
The ideological aspect of combining the three interests LIES IN THE FACT THAT 
THE HAPPINESS AND FUTURE OF EACH INDIVIDUAL DECISIVELY DEPENDS ON THE 
INTERESTS OF SOCIETY AND COLLECTIVES AND ON THE ACTIVE AND SUCCESSFUL 
ACTIVITIES OF FACH AND ALL INDIVIDUAL WORKERS WHO ACT IN THE INTERESTS OF THE 
SOCIFTY, COLLECTIVES, AND THEMSELVES. This principle is materialized and 
guaranteed by a correct and rational organization and becomes the MAIN MOTIVE 
for the revolutionary mass movements in building socialism, 


If discipline is lacking in planning, production, and labor, we cannot 
yuarantee ideological success in building the economy. The consolidation of 
discipline in these instances will considerably contribute to not only 
increasing the economic results but also toward bringing about great 
educational and ideological results. The Party Central Committee's fourth 
plenum resolution pointed out that "the most urgent organizational problem now 
is to correctly and scrupulously implement THE PRINCIPLE OF DEMOCRATIC 
CENTRALIZATION OF THE PARTY'S ACTIVITIES AND MANAGERIAL TASKS." 


Strict implementation of this principle is the key to insuring the dynamic, 


creative, and healthy development of economic activities in the right 
direction. It is also the key to insuring the development of democracy and 
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the strengthening of discipline, and, on this basis, to consolidate 
singlemindedness and the unity of will and action in the entire party, the 
whole system of proletarian dictatorship, ond all sectors and echelons. In 
its turn, this unity of mind, will, and action will be the decisive factor 
guaranteeing success for our party and people in overcoming the immediate 
difficulties and advancing toward greater victories on the economic as well as 
other fronts in building socialism and defending the socialist fatherland. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. CPY Central Committee's fourth plenum resolution. 


2. V.I. Lenin: “Complete Book,” Progress Publishing House, Moscow, 1979, 
Volume 42, pp 549-350, 
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SATISFACTORILY CARRY OUT THE TASKS OF COLLECTING AND PURCHASING GOODS AND 
CONTROLLING THEIR SOURCES 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 23-28, 35 
[Article by Le Huu Dung] 


[Text] Collecting and purchasing goods and controlling their sources are most 
important to the home trade sector because only by controlling goods can it 
actively meet demands according to plan, have the conditions for market 
management, struggle to stabilize the market and prices, and serve production 
and the people's life satisfactorily. 


In recent years, though progress has been made in the collection and purchase 
of grain and other agricultural products, we have still been unable to meet 
demands, and many shortcomings still exist in this regard. The resolution of 
the fourth plenum of the Party Central Committee (fifth tenure) noted: "While 
production continues to develop, the state has been unable to control all the 
products turned out by state-run establishments and ordered from the light 
industry and handicrafts sector, to control the absolute majority of the grain 
surplus and marketable agricultural products, or to control] in full imported 
materials and goods for distribution and consumption according to plan." 


The same resolution also pointed out: “The most important issue is that the 
state must control production along with distribution, circulation, and 
consumption, The state must also control goods and money;" and "by enforcing 
economic, administrative, and educational measures, the state must control the 
absolute majority of industrial goods turned out by the collective and private 
production sectors, and it must gradually gain monopoly in grain and other 
marketable agricultural products of high value." 


Therefore, to control goods, the home trade sector must firmly control 
industrial and agricultural products as well as all the products turned out by 
state-run economic units and small industry and handicrafts establishments, 
and it must develop different collection and purchase methods for different 
items of goods with the aim of actively stimulating production and creating 
favorable conditions for production development while resolutely and 
immediately revising inappropriate regulations that are hampering production, 
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At present the methods for collecting and purchasing agricultural products and 
foodstuffs are not the same between the North and the South. In the North, 
the main method is to collect and purchase on the basis of obligation quotas 
and state-directed prices; while in the south, the main method is to collect 
and purchase on the basis of incentive prices. Because of the differences 
between the two parts of the country as regards production conditions and the 
level of production relations, the methods for collection and purchase and 
collection and purchase prices may differ, but it is now time to apply a 
uniform collection and purchase policy on a nationwide basis. 


Selling industrial consumer goods to the peasants and collecting and 
purchasing agricultural products and foodstuffs from them in return is a 
correct policy that reflects the exchange of goods between industry and 
agriculture and brings into reality the economic relationship between the 
state and the peasantry and between the urban and rural] areas exactly as V.I. 
lenin said: “To the proletariat that is exercising its right to dictatorship 
in a small agricultural country, a correct policy is to organize the exchange 
of essential industrial products for wheat from the peasants;..."(1) Also, 
the exchange of industrial products for agricultura] products must be done 
through two-way economic contracts and on the basis of state-directed prices. 


Through years of working on the supply of materials, the collection and 
purchase of agricultural] products and foodstuffs, and the distribution of 
consumer goods, we have gained a lot of valuable experience. If materials are 
supplied to each unit of cultivated area and consumer goods are distributed on 
a per-capita basis as a form of “subsidy,” and if the collection and purchase 
of agricultural products and foodstuffs are separated from the supply of 
materials and goods, the state will fail not only to firmly control the 
sources of goods but also to accelerate the development of production, and the 
producers will pay little attention to practicing intensive cultivation, 
increasing productivity, and applying new technology in production. The 
producers demand from the state the supply of materials for production and the 
distribution of goods for consumption, but when it comes to selling their 
products, they calculate as to which buyers (the state or private trades) will 
give them more profit. This is the harm that comes from the widespread 
application of the system of subsidization and laxity in management that 
allows private traders to compete for the purchase of goods and disrupt the 
market. 


In the state sector, the material supply sector and the collection and 
purchase sector work separately; and even within the home trade sector, 
coordination is not affected between the collection and purchase’ of 
agricultural products and foodstuffs and the distribution of consumer goods in 
the same locality. In reality, some materials and goods do not reach the 
peasants at all, and what is more, materials are often supplied not in 
accordance with the production seasons and the goods distributed meet neither 
the demand nor the taste of each locality. While materials and goods are only 
available in limited quantities and prices on the market fluctuate wildly, 


unless supply and collection-purchase as well as purchases and sale are 
combined into an integrated system, state materials and goods can easily fal] 
into the hands of speculators; and those who get the most of the state 
materials may not be the ones who sell large quantities of agricultural] 
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products and foodstuffs to the state, and vice versa. Persons who sel! large 
quantities of products to the state out of a sense of obligation feel loss and 
discouragement. As the prices of marketable agricultural products rise some 
public organs and cadres in charge of collection and purchase have adopted 
free-market practices, increasing collection and purchase prices to an 
equal level to (or even a higher level than) that of free-market prices, and 
selling materials and goods to peasants also at free-market prices, thereby 
pushing prices up further. While the livelihood of the peasants has been 
improved a little, that of workers and state employees is hit fairly hard; and 
only speculative traders are growing richer. 


This reality allows us to draw the following conclusion: appiying the two-way 
contract system to collect and purchase agricultural products and foodstuffs 
is the collection and purchase method most suitable for our country’s economy 
at present. This method also allows for the effective application of economic 
stimuli for developing production satisfactorily and enables the state to 
control firmly and in great quantities the marketable products turned out by 
the collective and private economic sectors. This is the collection and 
purchase method must profitable for the producers because by selling their 
products to the state, they can buy materials, hire services, and purchase 
consumer yoods from the state at fixed prices, thus gaining more than in 
dealing with private traders. Through the implementation of plans for 
collecting and purchasing agricultural products and foodstuffs and for 
supplying materials under two-way contracts, the state can guide the 
collective and private economic sectors to carry out production according to 
the state plan. This is also a measure for stabilizing the market and prices, 
drawing peasants into the organized market, strengthening the worker-peasant 
alliance, accelerating socialist transformation, and consolidating and 
perfecting the new production relations in the countryside. 


The home trade sector has brought into practice the two-way economic system 
since early in 1978 in many northern provinces; and it has scored a number of 
good results and has especially gained some experience in the signing, 
execution ond settlement of contracts. However, since mid-1980 the 
implementation of the two-way contract system has been somewhat neglected. 
Because of their incorrect understanding of the significance of the system, 
some trade corporations and localities have either failed to carry it out with 
determination or still leaned heavily on the market mechanism in directing 
purchases and sales, considering two-way economic contracts as restrictive and 
unsuitable (to date, some localities in the South still purchase agricul]tura!] 
products and foodstuffs through private traders); or they have relied 
completely on the system of obligations concerning grain and foodstuffs, 
considering that grain and foodstuffs can be collected and purchased even 
without two-way economic contracts, and used administrative measures as the 
main method for collection and purchase. Efforts must be made to overcome the 
incorrect viewpoints mentioned above and measures must be taken to step up the 
application of the two-way contract system on a national scale to cover all 
the main products of both collective and private economic sectors. 


[he home trade sector must use two-way economic contracts to collect and 


purchase all of the main marketable products from the collective and private 
economic sectors such as meat hogs, meat buffaloes and cows, eggs, towl, 
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sugar, honey, tobacco, soybeans, mung and other types of beans, sesame, 
peanuts, rush and rush mats, various types of oleaginous nuts, salt, marine 
products, vegetables, fruits, and so forth, as well as to collect and purchase 
the products that fall under the collection and purchase responsibility of 
other sectors (such as jute, silk, coffee, and so on) if so entrusted. 


Through two-way economic contracts, the state will purchase products of the 
collective and private economic sectors at directed prices and will sell in 
return materials and goods to the producers also at directed prices. In the 
case of items of goods for which the directed collection and purchase prices 
and directed retail prices have not been set by the Council of Ministers, the 
various ministries concerned and the people's committees of provinces, 
municipalities, and special zones will set their purchase and sale prices in 
accordance with the division of responsibilities for price management. For 
products purchased out of contract that cannot be exchanged for materials and 
goods, incentive prices will be paid. Such prices must be set in such a way 
as to sufficiently cover production costs and allow for appropriate profits 
for the producers without running after prices on the free market which are 
influenced by speculative activities. 


In the southern provinces, along with accelerating the socialist 
transformation of agriculture, it is necessary to rapidly make the collection 
and purchase method based on two-way economic contracts become the main method 
for collection and purchase. As an immediate step, from this summer-fall crop 
onward, a number of main agricultural products of key agricultural] districts 
must be collected and purchased through two-way economic contracts. In those 
localities where contracts were not signed at the beginning of the production 
season, we can temporarily exchange materials and goods for products in 
accordance with the terms of two-way economic contracts. For agricultural 
products and foodstuffs that conditions do not permit to be purchased under 
two-way economic contracts, incentive prices will be paid. By vigorously 
shifting to the collection and purchase method based on two-way economic 
contracts, we will highlight the importance of the task of placing all sources 
of industrial goods under state control and encourage all echelons to 
scrupulously implement their plans for goods distribution. It is necessary to 
round up all industrial goods, except those reserved for distribution and 
retail, for collection and purchase under two-way economic contracts or in 
accordance with the terms of such contracts. 


Controlling the greater part of industrial consumer goods is a _ pressing 
requirement for our state at present. Only by controlling all sources of 
industria! goods will the state be able to control all sources of agricultural 
products and foodstuffs. 


In view of the importance of state control over industrial goods, the 
resolution of the third plenum of the Party Central Committee (fifth tenure) 
pointed out: "“State-run enterprises must hand over al] products turned out 


under the state plan to the state-run trade sector and the state supply 
system; they are not allowed to withhold products for distribution by 
themselves or for use as awards in kind, Concerning small industry and 


handicrafts, the organs that place production orders must receive the products 
in full and according to specifications, and they must strive to collect and 








purchase the greater part of the products turned out by smal] industry and 
handicraft establishments. Strict measures must be enforced against 
establishments that engage in dishonest business practices, produce fake 
goods, or misuse the raw materials supplied by the state. 


In the first 6 months of this year, the collection and purchase of main 
industrial consumer goods fell short of plan. The chief reason for this was 
that we failed to scrupulously implement the aforementioned resolution of the 
Party Central Committee on controlling the sources of goods. An _ important 
issue is that state-run industrial enterprises do not carry out the product- 
delivery system in a scrupulous manner, and that a number of production 
establishments still withheld part of their products for internal distribution 
or for exchange or sale on the free market. At the same time, the state-run 
trade sector also failed to improve its contro] over the sources of goods by 
closely following the production situation and giving actual assistance to the 
enterprises in promptly coping with specific difficulties concerning 
production as well as prices, delivery and reception, product quality, and so 
forth. 


As the collection and purchase of industrial goods fall short of the plan, the 
amount of goods reserved for collection and purchase is limited, and goods are 
often sold not in accordance with the crop production seasons. The trade 
sector is stiJl unable to control a large amount of marketable agricultural 
products, Furthermore, the amount of goods reserved for distribution to 
cadres, workers, and state employees is insufficient, and the amount of goods 
reserved for retail to help stabilize the market is small in both quantity and 
variety. This situation has caused many difficulties for the trade sector in 
its effort to serve production, stabilize prices on the market, and insure the 
Jiving conditions of workers and state employees. 


In the coming period, in the implementation of the resolutions of the Party 
Central Committee's third and fourth plenums, state-run industrial enterprises 
at the central and local levels must hand over all the products turned out 
under the state plan to the state-run trade sector and the state supply system 
in accordance with economic contracts and orders for goods. The products 
turned out under supplementary production plans of the enterprises must also 
be distributed chiefly through the state-run trade sector. All of the 
marketable consumer goods in the home market (except for goods destined for 
export and non-commercia) goods) must be distributed through the state-run 
trade system, On the basis of the state plan and the demands for consumption, 
the Home Trade Ministry will distribute these goods to wholesale corporations 
at the central and local levels, Industrial and trade enterprises will sign 
contracts for the distribution of products, clearly stipulating the quantity 
and variety of products, product quality, date of delivery, and the modalities 
for reception and settlement. 


Trade enterprise will conduct surveys on the demands for an. tastes of 
consumption so as to make suggestions to production enterprises and place 
their orders for goods accordingly. Carrying out production on orders’ for 
goods is 4 progressive business method, The scarcer raw materials and the 
more difficult production conditions, the more we must concentrate on 
producing what is needed by society for consumption, It is a grave mistake to 
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think that while goods are in short supply, we can sell whatever we produce 
without having to study demands. 


The trade sector must pay special attention to exploiting the great potentials 
of small industry and handicrafts. 


The economic relationship between the socialist trade sector and small 
industry and handicrafts is manifested under such forms as contract ordering 
of goods, selling raw material, and collecting and purchasing finished 
products. 


The system of placing orders for small industry and handicraft products was 
initially applied during the first stage of socialist transformation in the 
North when handicraftsmen had just been reorganized, new production relations 
had yet to be consolidated, and the level of management and socialist 
awareness still remained low. During this stage, the order placement systen, 
through restricting the producers’ initiatives in some respects, was very 
necessary and it had a positive effect on the development of small industry 
and handicrafts. The state could control the sources of goods, and the 
collective economic establishments, despite their small capital and the simple 
leve] of management and economic accounting, generated employment and created 
the conditions for gradually consolidating the new production relations. 


At present the situation has changed drastically. In the North, the majority 
of handicraftsmen have for many years participated in the movement for 
cooperativization, and many cooperatives have developed to a high level. In 
the South, although the process of socialist transformation is still 
continuing, many production establishments have rounded up a large number of 
skilled tandicraftsmen who are conversant with production and business 
management practices. In view of this reality, the state has decided to shift 
from the system of order placement to the system of direct planning or the 
system of selling raw materials and collecting and purchasing finished 
products at prices fixed by the state. This policy has proved to be effective 
in many respects: it benefits both the state and production establishments, 
and vigorously stimulates the laboring people's initiative, creativity and 
activeness in production. However, the system of order placement has at 
present still been maintained without any improvement toward many items of 
goods, and this has negatively affected production in various aspects. On 
the other hand, it generates a feeling of dependence on the part of production 
establishments, thereby keeping them from creating new products and saving raw 
materials, and, on the other hand, it gives rise to such phenomena as misusing 
raw material and stealing products from the organs placing the orders for sale 
on the market, thereby harming the interests of the state. As far as the 
organs that place orders for goods are concerned, the system of order 
placement breeds officialist practices, under-the-counter dealings, and the 
acceptance of bribes as well as other practices that cause inconvenience and 
difficulties for production establishments. 


To overcome the shortcomings mentioned above it is necessary to continue 
shifting some items of goods from the order placement system to the system of 


direct planning or the system of selling raw material and collecting and 
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purchasing products in strict accordance with decision Number 133/CP adopted 
on 9 May 1983 by the Council of Ministers. 


In the current situation, we can broadly apply the system of selling raw 
materials and purchasing the finished products to the majority of cooperatives 
and production collectives that have been consolidated and are keeping up a 
good operational pattern with firm management and fairly stable productivity 
under state programs and plans. The system of order placement is still 
necessary for dealing with private handicraftsmen and collective organizations 
which are operating at a weak level of management. 


In the North, along with perfecting the new production relations in small 
industry and handicraft cooperatives, it is necessary to gradually limit the 
placement of orders for goods. The trade sector may continue to order items 
of goods whose overall product value consists of large expenses for raw 
material and low labor costs, or goods made of precious and rare raw materials 
that must be tightly controlled by the state. Nevertheless, it is necessary 
to improve the content and method for the placement of orders for goods to 
insuring the right to collective mastery and the creative initiatives of the 
production establishments and to guarantee an equitable, democratic, and 
mutually beneficial relationship between the organs placing the orders and the 
production establishments. Both the organs placing orders and the production 
establishment must fully fulfill their obligations and responsibilities in 
strict accordance with the contracts they have signed. 


In the South, as socialist transformation is being carried out toward small 
industry and handicrafts through cooperativization and the new production 
relations are being established, the trade sector should supply state supplies 
and raw material to small industry and handicraft establishments for 
production or processing through the placement of orders. In placing orders 
for goods, it is necessary to sign contracts at an early date so_ that 
production establishments can actively prepare for production, and _ the 
materials supplied to the production establishments must be — strictly 
controlled in accordance with the economic-technical norms that have been 
rationally established. Concerning materials that are not supplied in full by 
the trade sector and that the production establishments must procure by 
themselves, their prices must be agreed upon in advance and entered in the 
contracts. If production establishments find innovative ways to lower the 
supply norms, they will] be appropriately rewarded in proportion with the value 
of the materials saved, and, conversely, if they use materials in excess of 
the supply norms without good reasons or let materials be subjected to loss or 
damage, they will have to make compensation at current market prices. It is 
necessary to encourage’ production establishments to make full use of the 
materials and products discarded while working under contract orders to 
produce other items of goods. In order to insure that handicraftsmen who work 
under contract orders and sell all of their products to the state will earn an 
actual income as stipulated by the state policy, the trade sector will] supply 
them with grain, fuel, and some other essential commodities at state-directed 
prices, 
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Concerning products made of raw materials procured by the producers 
themselves, the trade sector will purchase them on a selective basis and at 
reasonable prices so as to encourage handicraftsmen to develop production and 
sell their products to the state. 


Based on actual trade activities over past years, we must correctly assess 
both the strong points and the shortcomings of our effort tc collect and 
purchase goods and control their sources—-a task that has a decisive impact on 
all socialist trade activities—-and draw upon experience to promptly correct 
the shortcomings and improve the system policy, and their implementation with 
a view to satisfactorily carrying out the task of collecting and purchasing 
goods and controlling their sources. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. V.I. Lenin: “Selected Works,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1959, 
Volume II, Part II, p SOO. 
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SCIENTIFICALLY ORGANIZING THE VARIOUS SYSTEMS OF MATERIALS AND DOCUMENTS 
SUPPORTING LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 29-35 
[Article by Nguyen Van Tham] 


[Text] The Report on Party Building presented by Le Duc Tho at the 5th 
Congress of the Party read in part: "We must take ‘numerous measures’ to 
combat bureaucracy and conservatism. To begin with, we must point out, for 
the purpose of seeking ways to correct them, the harmful effects of 
administrative mechanism characterized by bureaucracy and one level taking 
over the work of another, which is the basis of the bureaucracy within the 
economy, together with the influences of this mechanism that have deeply 
permeated each field of work and every aspect of the life of society."(1) 
Concerning the matter of improving work methods and establishing the Leninist 
style of work of the party, this report also emphasized: "There is much to be 
done in order to successfully implement this style in the improvement of the 
leadership provided by the party."(2) 


Among the various measures that must be taken to combat bureaucracy and red 
tape and help to overcome the harmful effects of the management mechanism 
characterized by administrative bureaucracy and one level taking over the work 
of another, mention must be made of improving the organization of the various 
systems of materials and documents that are now in use within the agencies of 
the party and state. The scientific organizing of these systems in order to 
support leadership and management efforts is of very important significance 
from both a theoretical and practical point of view. 


Materials and documents are important, indispensable items in the activities 
of party and state agencies. They are used for many purposes: to disseminate 
programs and policies of the party and state from the upper level to the lower 
level; to present the result of the implementation of these programs and 
policies; to regulate the activities of the management apparatus; to supply 
information for research, production, leadership, etc. In the process of 
meeting these objectives, materials and documents also constitute an important 
way to help maintain the relationship between the party and the masses. In 
their operations, there is not one agency or organization that does not need 
to receive materials or documents from other agencies and which does not 
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produce new documents in the process of conducting its own activities. 
Therefore, it can be said that materials and documents are both the means and 
the inevitable products of management activities. 


In recent years, in many countries of the world, very much attention has been 
given to researching and perfecting the various systems of documents used by 
agencies. In the Soviet Union, for example, the All-Union Institute of 
Document Studies, Archive Studies and Correspondence was established in 1967 
to assist the state in researching and resolving problems related to the task 
of scientifically organizing document systems. The Soviet Union and many 
other socialist countries are giving their attention to resolving such matters 
as the _ process through which the various document systems are formed; the 
requirements and methods involved in the compilation of documents; document 
standardization and models; the scientific organization of the effort to 
select, classify, store and utilize the various sources of documents that 
emerge within the activities of agencies and mass organizations; the 
capability and methods for applying technological advances in this field, etc. 
The results that have been achieved have helped to increase the effectiveness 
with which document systems are utilized in the leadership and management 
activities of party and state agencies. They have competently contributed to 
the effort to overcome bureaucracy and red tape, the harmful consequence of 
which, as V.I. Lenin once observed, is to cause those agencies that are “mired 
in cursed bureaucracy to be drawn entirely into the drafting of 
correspondence, the discussion and drafting of decrees, and their practical 
work become trapped under this mountain of paper work."(3) 


In our country, immediately after the 1945 August Revolution, our party and 
State began to attach importance to combating bureaucracy and red tape. In 
the “Letter to the Comrades of Bac Bo" written on 1 March 1947, President Ho 
reminded everyone to combat “the propensity toward too much paper work.” He 
pointed out: "You merely copy the directives and resolutions sent down from 
the upper level and forward them to the party chapters without knowing how 
these directives and resolutions are implemented. This is a very bad way of 
working."(4) 


followin, the victory of the war of resistance against the French 
colonialists, at the start of socialist construction in the North, our party 
and state issued many specific resolutions and directives on improving a1) 
areas of work. In keeping with these resolutions and directives, the systems 
of materials and documents within our agencies were gradually improved, This 
made a significant contribution to supporting the leadership activities of the 
party and the management provided by the state. 


However, compared to the requirements of the revolution in the new stage, 
improving the various document systems supporting leadership and management 
continues to be work of a very urgent nature. Over the past several decades, 


A the organizational apparatus has swollen and the management § mechanism 

characterized by administrative bureaucracy and one level taking over the work 

of another has emerged, the document systems within our agencies and mass 

organizations have become increasingly complex and cumbersome. Worth 

mentioning is the fact that the scientific nature of these document systems i: 

not high and they include many types of documents that are unnecessary. The 
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quantity of documents being generated by the agencies on the various levels 
and within the different sectors in their activities is increasing very 
quickly, 


A survey of actual conditions showed: before it was dissolved, the Ministry 
of State Farms was generating about 1,000 documents of different types each 
month, Within the Ministries of Agriculture, Supply and Labor, the State 
Planning Commission and so forth, the volume of documents being generated is 
even larger, sometimes twice as high. Within the people's committees on the 
provincial level and in the municipalities directly subordinate to the central 
level, the volume of documents being promulgated is also quite large.(*) The 
volume of these documents doubles as a result of their being copied and sent 
to agencies on many different lines: subordinate agencies, related agencies 
in different systems, leadership agencies, etc. This has led to a situation 
in which it is very common to find information duplicated in many different 
forms within our present document systems. Having surveyed the documents of 
some central and local agencies, we have found that at least 50 to 60 percent 
of information has been duplicated in documents of various forms sent to 
agencies and, in actuality, these documents are very rarely used by the 
agencies that receive them, They are sent to them for the purpose of 
providing “information,” achieving “coordination” or as “reports” and more 
than a few of these documents have no clear purpose whatsoever. They are not 
utilized because the function of the agency that received them does not compel 
their use; on the other hand, there is no enforcement of compliance with the 
documents that are received, 


Another reality is the fact that the document systems of many agencies contain 
more than a few documents that are counter-productive or contrary to one 
another, The promulgation of documents is not unified. Generally speaking, 
we have been slow to improve documents in form as well as in content and 
structure, The haphazard, fragmented and unscientific nature of the process 
through which document systems have been established is quite evident in the 
quantity of materials that are still on tile at many agencies. As observed in 
the Peport on Party Building presented at the Sth Party Congress: "We have 
yet to establish a revolutionary and scientific workstyle or work procedures. 
The maladies of only paying attention to administrative details, doing things 
by hand, holding meetings, sending too much paper work from the upper level to 
the lower level and so forth are still very prevalent."(5) 


Also evident in these document systems is very significant waste: we must 
expend much labor, consume many supplies and spend much time typing and 
printing a very large number of documents and papers; at the same time, many 
persons are emploved to write correspondence and store documents, the returns 
from which are not commensurate. Usually, shortly after they receive them, 
many cadres and ayencies cannot find the documents they need amidst the 
disorderly piles of papers they have. When they were dissolved, some agencies 
on the ministerial level Jeft behind documents that filled three large rooms, 
documents which, decades later, have sometimes still not been put in order, 
consequently, it is very difficult to use them, Some of these documents are 
still of important value in many respects, especially economic value. 











The situation presented above has posed many difficulties to use of document 
systems to support the leadership of the party, support the management 
activities of state agencies, Cumbersome document systems that are 
unscientific is one of the causes of the limited results from the 
dissemination of lines, positions and policies of the party and state and has 
mode it difficult to organize the implementation of these positions and 
policies and inspect compliance with them, 


On the basis of the facts presented above, one general observation can _ be 
made: the document systems at our agencies now are one of the clear 
indications that we have yet to eliminate bureaucracy and red tape. They are 
both a manifestation and a result of administrative management characterized 
by bureaucracy and by one level taking over the work of another. 


A document system is the collection of materials and documents that are 
related to and affect one another; it develops in the course of the activities 
of an agency and in accordance with certain legal standards. In principle, 
the true meaning of documents can only be ascertained within a specific 
system, that is, within their relationship to other documents and within a 
viven time frame, 


[he experience of many advanced countries as well as the actual use of 
documents in management activities within our country show that the first 
ttandard for evaluating the quality of a document system is whether or not it 
accurately and rapidly disseminates the lines and policies of the party and 
state, The second standard is whether or not it facilitates the observation 
end inspection of the work being performed by cadres. The third standard is 
whether or not it supplies leaders with valuable, comprehensive and timely 
information that does not duplicate other information that is available. The 
fourth standard is whether or not it is convenient from the point of view of 
looking up and maintaining secrets of the state and whether or not it 
contributes to the effort to combat bureaucracy and red tape. 


~~ 


On the basis of the standards presented above, it is necessary, in the process 
establishing document systems, to insure that the use of paper work is as 
scientific and economical as possible. <A determined effort should be made to 
ivoid establishing intermediary levels that only have the function of 
tran.ferring documents, not integrating and evaluating the need for documents 
before using them, Attention must be given to the function of each agency and 
each unit within the agency as wel! as the function of each document in the 
operation of this agency when deciding to draft or copy a document. 


—" 
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Management is always detailed, there is no general type of management; 
therefore, when establishing document systems in management, it is necessary 
define which type documents each type agency needs, The purpose’ for 
rh iny 1 document and the purpose for forwarding one document or another to 
ther agency or unit must be determined on the basis of the agency’ 
function, if is best to send to those agencies and units that only need a 
locument “for their information" a notice summarizing the document. This 
practice ives money while allowing for the information contained within the 


ment to be effectively utilized, 
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When the need arises to copy a document, it is necessary to determine = which 
agencies will require «a complete text of the document so that a complete copy 
can be forwarded to them, Other units should only receive summaries or 
excerpts of the most important parts. We must put an end to the practice of 
units on the lower level making and sending copies of every document received 
from the upper level to al) subordinate units and al] unit leadership cadres. 
In the final analysis, this practice is a manifestation of laziness and an 
attitude of irresponsibility. 


The experience of the advanced countries shows that the systems method can be 
used to analyze documents in order to determine the necessary number of 
documents at an agency. briefly stated, this method, by means of scientific 
knowledge, enables us to determine, on the basis of the function, the 
authority and the scope of operation of each agency, the specific limits of 
the document system needed by the agency. It helps us to see the laws 
involved in the relationships among the documents within this system as_ well 
as the relationships among the different types of document systems. On the 
basis of the nature of these relationships, we can see the role of and the 
actual need for each specific document within a given document system. 


Through the systems analysis method, we can determine what the primary 
elements and intermediary elements of a given document system are. Then, we 
have a basis upon which we can decide to eliminate one intermediary element or 
another in the management activities of the agency, thereby reducing the size 
of the indirect administrative staff without affecting the normal operations 
of the agency. This is something that we need to do very much. 


Of course, when conducting research in order to. scientificaily organize 
document systems, full attention must be given to the role that they play in 
providing a supply of information to leaders. As ve know, in the course of 
preparing decisions, leadership cadres must deal with many different sources 
of information. To assemble and be able to use various sources of 
information, leaders must utilize document systems, beyinning with the 
documents of their own agency and then the documents of related agencies. 
Through these document systems, the leadership cadre can obtain information 
that provides guidance, obtain information on directives and resolutions of 
the upper level, on plans that have been approved and so forth. They can also 
ascertain, to a considerable degree, every aspect of the situation in years 
past and at present within their agency and the management and leadership 


experiences of prior periods. This information helps them to avoid being 
subjective when issuing 4a new decision as well as when guiding its 
implementation. Therefore, scientifically organizing the document system of 
an ayency is of very important significance to the leader of the agency. it 


has been proven that any effort to raise the labor productivity of leadership 
cadres is dependent, toa very large degree, upon the ability of leadership 
cadres to organize their work, which primarily involves organizing informat ios 


md ofr YAH IZING the use of document SOUTCES, 


our country, due to the failure to recognize the full significance of 
oryanizing documents in a scientific manner, this work has been given light 
attention at many times and places, More than a few ayencies have 1) lowed 
many year to yo by without yiving attention to improving the way i wit 
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they draft documents, without keeping their files current, without conducting 
research into streamlining the process of keeping track of documents and 
without concerning themselves with changing the way in which documents are 
filed, as a result of which many important documents become lost and those 
that are not lost cannot be used effectively. 


At present, some agencies have organized a scientific information component 
tasked primarily with translating foreign materials and collecting information 
through the press to support research work within the agency. This work is 
necessary but is not, by itself, enough. If the information activities of 
each ayency are not oriented toward the document sources of the agency, 
leadership cadres cannot obtain all the information they need to support their 
work, 


Therefore, it is necessary to organize a yood system for supplying document 
information to leaders, that is, necessary for us to become concerned with 
improving the system of correspondence and document filing of agencies. 


In its broadest definition, correspondence work involves an integrated system 
of many specific kinds of work related to documents. Among the most important 
elements of this work, mention must be made of the analysis of the information 
and documents received from other agencies, their transmission through the 
document system of one's agency, the establishment of files of the documents 
that have been acted upon and the maintenance and use of these files within a 
specialized component. 


From the perspective of providing information to leaders, the quality of 
correspondence work is reflected in how quickly documents are drawn up and 
circulated within the agency. It is seen in how efficiently documents are 
received and acted upon and how efficiently information in the form of 
documents is processed, It is also seen in how promptly and accurately 
optimum information is provided from the documents of the agency to support 
leadership and management. In addition, as the experience of many countries 
has shown, the quality of the correspondence and the document system of an 
agency can also be evaluated by examining the role that they play in the 
scientific organizing of the agency's labor. The above can be considered the 
primary guidelines in the process of improving our correspondence work at this 


time, 


Organizing proper storage at an agency is also an important part of organizing 
the document system. This first demands that we give special attention to 
celecting documents of value from within the correspondence process so_ that 
they can be classified, stored and used on a long-term basis. If we do not 
properly select and distinguish between documents of permanent value and other 
documents and if we continue to stubbornly keep every type of document on 
file, the storage of documents will become cumbersome and create waste. When 
it does become cumbersome, it usually makes it very difficult to use the 
documents being stored, Of course, while selecting those documents that are 
of value for storage, it is also necessary to organize them in a scientific 
manner so that they can be used, We must have tools at our dispusa) for 
retrieving stored documents, At present, many countries of the world are 
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making an effort to develop such tools, not only within the scope of an agency 
or sector, but nationwide as well. 


The good storage of documents by an agency helps cadres, primarily the 
agency's leadership cadres, to correct the so called "private files" that are 
now so prevalent. A survey of several agencies has shown that more than few 
cadres have the practice of hiding documents of value for a very long time, 
consider them to be their own, even though they are needed very much in the 
day to day work of many other cadres. Within these "private files," documents 
are rarely classified by their content or value, rather, they are usually only 
arranged and stored as desired by the person who is collecting them; 
therefore, they easily become lost and irretrievable. After many years, these 
"private files" become very difficult to use. These “private files" have 
helped to create the shortage of some types of information and the excess of 
other types in everyday work. Eliminating these "private files," centralizing 
materials and documents in one place and organizing the storage of documents 
at agencies well wil] not only increase the efficiency with which materials 
and documents are used and create many favorable conditions for the work of 
the agency, but will also do much to save on manpower and equipment in the 
storage and retrieval of materials, etc. 


Because of its significance, the stage has assigned the highest ranking cadres 
within agencies the task of guiding correspondence work and the storage of 
documents. Article 7 of the “Law on the Security of National Archive 
Materials" stated: "The heads of the sectors, from the central to the basic 
levels, and the chairmen of the people's committees on the various levels are 
responsible, within the scope of their authority, for guiding the organization 
and management of national archive materials." This is an important legal 
foundation that creates the conditions needed to establish a common base of 
document information of value supporting the operations of the entire agency. 
This legal foundation is further defined in subsequent clauses of the law: 
"In the course of their operations, state agencies, social organizations and 
people's armed units must organize files and store documents within their 
agencies and units; when these documents expire, they must be submitted to the 
various state archives..." 


The Party Secretariat has also issued a directive on providing closer guidance 
of the storage of party documents. It states: “The various party committee 
echelons and party organizations must submit to the archives of the party on 
their level all documents that are generated in the course of the operations 
of the party agencies on the various levels and the key leaders of the party 
so that they can be stored in a centralized and unified . manner; no 
organization or individual may keep documents as private property.” 


Another matter to which attention must be given is that in order to increase 
the effectiveness with which document systems are used, we must establish good 
management document standards. At present, with the exception of some files 
on cadres, statistical forms, invoices and so forth for which general 
regulations have been adopted, we have yet to establish unified standards for 
the various types of management documents. This has posed difficulties to the 
work of scientifically organizing document systems and using them in everyday 
practice, consequently, the efficiency with which documents are used it 
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leadership and management work has been limited and waste has occurred in many 
elements of administrative work. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. The Proceedings of the 5th Congress, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 
1982, Volume III, p 5l. 


2. Ibid., p 121. 


3. V.I. Lenin: “Complete Works,” Progress Publishing House, Moscow, 1978, 
Volume 44, p 444, 


4. Ho Chi Minh: “Ve xay dung Dang"[On Party Building], Su That Publishing 
House, Hanoi, 1981, p W. 


* For example: in 1979, the Hanoi Municipal People’s Committee promulgated 
nearly 5,000 documents of different types and received from other agencies 
nearly 12,000 documents. In 1980, it promulgated more than 5,500 
documents and received from other agencies approximately as many documents 
as it did in 1979. 


The Proceedings of the 5th Congress, Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 
1982, Volume III, p 29. 
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 36-42 
{Article by Nguyen Dinh Quan] 


[Text] Vietnam is one of the countries whose population is growing very 
rapidly. Since 1939, our country's population has grown at the annual rate of 
3 percent; between 1955 and 1960, it grew at the rate of 3.8 percent. In the 
space of only 22 years, that is, from 1955 to 1977, our country's population 
doubled in size. 


While the birthrate in our country has only declined to 3.3 percent, the 
deathrate has declined from 1.8 to 0.7 percent, consequently, the annual 
natural rate of population growth is still very high: 2.6-2.8 percent. By 
the year 2000, the population of Vietnam is projected to reach 80 million. 


From the perspective of the average age of the Vietnamese, our country's 
population can be categorized as a young nation. The number of persons less 
than 15 years of age accounts for 42 percent of our population; the 16 to 20 
year old age group constitutes 12 percent and the 21 to 25 year old age group 
accounts for 9 percent. The number of young persons is now three times as 
large as the number of persons of child bearing age. Inthe years ahead, 
these young persons will enter their child bearing years. Therefore, the 
number of women of child bearing age will be 2.5 to 3 times higher in future 
years that it is now and the number of children being born each year in our 
country will reach 4 million (it now stands at 1.6 million). 


I, Why the Need for Planned Parenthood? 


In order to achieve a deep understanding of why the entire world, Vietnam 
included, must practice planned parenthood with a view toward reducing the 
rate of population growth, we must analyze the consequences of rapid 
population growth: 


--The most harmful consequence of rapid population growth is the spread of 
famine and hunger. This situation can be viewed as an _ inevitable 
manifestation of environmental resistance. Hunger is characterized by the 
lack of the necessa°-y quantity of food; however, it is universally 
characterized by th» » * nutritional quality of food, especially the lack of 
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protein and vitamins. As aresult, children less than 6 years of age in the 
developing and underdeveloped countries usually develop functional disorders 
of the digestive system, skin ulcers, swollen stomachs and beriberi, lose 
their strength and finally become listless and lose their resistance. The 
yreatest damage caused by this disease is to the development of the nervous 
system. The degeneration of the nervous system cannot be reversed even if the 
afflicted child begins to receive a full supply of food a few years later. 
Each day, some 30,000 persons in the world die from hunger. The terrifying 
famine that struck in 1974 and took the lives of nearly 24 million persons in 
Asia and Africa is viewed as the starting point in the spread of famine in the 
world due to the consequences of extremely rapid population growth. 


--The second consequence is that when population growth is rapid, the living 
environment is relentlessly destroyed, pollution become severe and natural 
resources are depleted. 


In countries in which the laws protecting natura] resources are not strict and 
the sense of responsibility of each citizen toward environmental protection is 
not high, the destruction of natural resources is even more relentless when 
the population is growing rapidly. 


First, let us examine how the forest resources of our country have been 
destroyed. As population growth has increased, the need for fue] and the need 
for wood for construction and the manufacture of household items have 
increased accordingly. Each year, our country requires more than 500 million 
tons of firewood. And, although the state has promulgated regulations on 
protecting the forest, many persons stil] do not have the proper out look 
toward conservation and conservation itself is still marked by many 
shortcomings; therefore, in recent years, serious damage has occurred to dense 
forests, sparse forests, forests inundated with salt water and cajuput forests 
together with many valuable and rare species of plant and animal life. In 
1945, forests covered 45 percent of our country's territory; today, however, 
forests cover only about 29 percent. The most serious decline has occurred in 
the North; torests covered 60 percent of the land there in 1945 but now only 
about ZO percert; in the Northwest, forests covered 90 percent of the land in 
1945 but now less than 10 percent (according to data compiled by the Institute 
of Forest Inspection and Planning). 


In destroying the forests man has destroyed priceless resources and caused the 
forests to lose extremely important biological functions, which have led to 
increasingly tragic consequences that our people must bear. 

with the loss of the forests, the functions of the forest of regulating the 
water cycle and retaining soil also disappear and the erosion caused by harsh 
climate of the tropical region becomes increasingly serious and leads to 
terrible droughts and flooding and the beautiful living environment and the 
fertility of precious and rare species of animal and plant life also disappear 
leaving nothing but a huge tract of barren land. At present, the barren land 
and hills in our country now cover more than 10.5 million hectares, or nearly 
one-third the country’s territory. This is the tragic consequence of — blind 
and yreedy destruction of the forests, of destroying our environment with our 
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The average emount of farmland per capita in Vietnam is very low: 0.10 
hectare. Compared to other countries of the world, our country ranks 159th in 
the average amount of cropland per capita. 


By the year 2000, if new land is not opened to cultivation, the average amount 
of cropland per capita in our country will be only about 0.07 hectare. 


In terms of the quality of cropland, only a very small percentage of our 
country's cropland is fertile soil. One-third of our country's arable land is 
in the lowlands, 28.8 percent of which is alluvial soil, 33.6 percent is 
acidic, saline soil, 31.5 percent is depleted soil and semi-arid brown soil 
and the rest is sandy soil or swamps. Each year, due to the fierce attack by 
the harsh weather of the tropical trade winds region and due to farming 
practices that are not truly scientific and still severely exploit the 
fertility of the soil, the fertility of cropland has been slowly declining. 
Due t’ population and environmental pressures, we have been forced to practice 
multicropping on some farmland each year in order to provide sources of grain 
for the people. Each year, as rather large amounts of soil nutrients are 
being absorbed by crops and considerable amounts are being lost to rain and 
wind, we are only able to return a very small amount of nutrients to the soil. 


Serious pollution of the environment is always closely associated with 
population growth. 


To bezin with, we must discuss the pollution of the soil and of the sources of 
grain and food for humans. This pollution is quite serious. In agriculture, 
we are using a very large quantity of pesticides. These pesticides are used 
primarily to support vegetable production in the outskirts of the cities in 
order to meet rapidly rising green vegetable needs of the urban areas. The 
main staple of our people is vegetables, consequently, more than a_ few 
chemical poisons are entering the human body. Test data shows that the milk 
of lactating mothers in the North has an average DDT content of 6.05 + 1.32 mg 
per liter and their fatty tissue contains 22.3 ppm. According to the 
ecologist O. Owens, a concentration of 7 ppm affects the physiological 
functions of the heart and liver; higher concentrations affects’ the 
reproductive process and are the cause of undesired changes and birth defects. 


Pesticides and chemical fertilizers that have polluted the environment have 
also caused a rather significant decline in the species of animal life in 
fields, species which constitute a plentiful source of food for our peoplc: 
crabs, snails, shrimp, fish and birds. 


When the population grows, the wastes of daily life and industry rise 
accordingly, seriously polluting water sources and the air. Because we are 
not fully capable of resolving the problem posed by the liquid and_ solid 
wastes generated in daily life and industry within the densely populated 
cities, all of these wastes are either dumped directly into rivers or 
yradually turn into dust, where they remain for lony periods of time within 
the cities and re-enter the body of man. The discharging of wastes directly 


into rivers seriously pollutes water sources; in particular, it reduces the 
dissolved oxygen content of water and causes a noticeable decline in the 
resources in rivers and the mouths of rivers. The depletion of marine product 








sources in the rivers that flow through Haiphong is one of the examples of the 
consequences of this pollution. The pollution of the air by dust from the 
wastes generated in everyday life within the densely populated cities of our 
country is a matter more deserving of concern than is the pollution caused by 
industrial smokestacks and engine emissions. 


The housing crisis within the cities of our country has made environmental 
pollution an unavoidable phenomenon of very rapid population growth. 


--The third consequence of population growth is the disruption of the 
economic, social and cultural development plans of the state. Every citizen 
must deeply realize that by maintaining the present birthrate and having as 
many children as they desire, they, themselves, are crippling their state, are 
gradually making life poorer. 


Due to rapid population growth, the annual per capita inc’ me of our country is 
rising slowly or, in some years, not rising at all. At present, children less 
than 15 years of age constitute 42 percent of the population (in the developed 
industrial countries, this figure is 22 percent); each year, our state must 
spend 15 percent of its total national income to support this excessively 
large number of children. If the population were not growing rapidly, we 
could use a major portion of this 15 percent of gross national income to 
expand production, import technical supplies or improve the material and 
Spiritual lives of the people. 


In many countries, population growth that is too rapid has led to a crisis of 
surplus labor. In our country, we do not have much capitel with which to 
rapidly expand production in order to employ labor. Providing jobs to a labor 
force that is increasing by approximately 1.4 million persons per year is a 
difficult task. Because the population is so large, we are forced to use 
simple Jabor in many tields of production. In the end, if the present rate of 
population growth continues and is not reduced, our production tools will be 
centuries behind those of the developed countries and the strenuous nature of 
the labor of man will never be improved. 


Surplus labor takes many different forms: the failure to make full use of 
labor in the countryside; an increase in the number of unemployed in the 
cities; the inability to provide working conditions to persons who have an 
occupation, etc. 


--The fourth large consequence of excessive population growth is that it 
causes imbalance in the life of man and tensions, disrupts the order of the 
family, society and so forth, Clearly, when man is experiencing a serious 
shortage of those factors that he needs and an excess of factors that he does 
not need, life will become imbalanced both materially and spiritually. This 
is the cause of each negative phenomenon within the family, in_ social 
relations, within the economy, in education and so forth. 


Having many children not only causes the population to grow rapidly, but also 
rapidly destroys the health of man, especially of women. The fact that the 
parents of many children must work until they are utterly exhausted should be 
a lesson to those persons who are not yet aware of planned parenthood. The 
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public health sector has also compiled statistics on miscarriages, 
hemorrhaging, cancer of the uterus, ovarian cancer, caesarean births due to 
weakening of the uterus, the exhaustion of mothers, weak children and so 
forth. Practically all of these phenomena occur only in women who have borne 
many children. Life provides far too many examples of the hard, tense and sad 
l.ves of those families who have many children. All of these problems are the 
result of a very backward attitude concerning reproduction. 


II. Some Measures 


Although the consequences of very rapid population growth are so large, the 
ability of mankind to solve this problem is still very small. The several 
primary measures that can be taken to prevent and overcome the consequences of 
very rapid population growth can be summarizes as follows: 


First, we must curb the biological tendencies of man. Some 5,00U years before 
the birth of Christ, the ancient Egyptians knew how to use various 
contraceptive media and countless measures were tried, including inserting 
various objects into the uterus, such as feathers and fibers coated with a 
mixture of bee's honey, vinegar and fat as well as the use of various drugs 
made from plants and animals, which women drank to prevent pregnancy. Today, 
modern medical science and technology have produced scores of modern, easy to 
use contraceptive devices. 


Secondly, we must increase the production of those kinds of food that do not 
require farmland. The technology of hydroponic cultivation has yielded good 
results. This aquatic environment can be used many times through the periodic 
addition of necessary nutrients. The yields of crops raised hydroponically 
are six to eight times higher than the yields of crops raised on farmland. 
Creen vegetables raised hydroponically are being supplied to the _ persons 
mining manganese ore in the middle of the Amazon jungle. However, the use of 
aquatic environments ffor this purpose requires major expenditures’ on 
equipment, implements, pumps, minerals and nutrients and requires’ that 
measures be taken to combat new pests, namely, microorganisms and fungi. At 
present, there are more than 100 stations producing vegetables and subsidiary 
food crops hydroponically in the United States. 


Thirdly, we must produce seaweed and algae in industrial quantities. The 
ultimate base of man's existence is the vast oceans because they hold the hope 
of producing much more food than the increasingly depleted continents. Nearly 
100,000 kilograms of seaweed and algae are needed to produce 1 kilogram of 
fish at sea. If man removes some of the links that connect him to his source 
of nutrition and begins making direct use of seaweed and algae, reserve 
sources of food will become available for those areas in which the population 
is experiencing a shortage of food. 


The processing of seaweed has been developed in the United States, Great 
Britain, Germany, Yenezuela, Japan and the Soviet Union. The algae Chlorella 
is rich in protein, fat and vitamins and contains all those acids for which 
there are no substitutes. 


47 








Fourthly, we must make synthetic nutritional products by industrial methods. 
At present, laboratories are synthesizing various types of sugars, fat, amino 
acids, vitamins and mineral salts, which are usually used to make dietary food 
for patients. In World War II, due to the shortage of fat, the Germans 
processed fat from anthracite coal and produced 2,000 tons per year. It is 
hoped that some vitamins and amino acids will be produced artificially. 


Fitthly, we must produce "meat" from various types of protein rich fungi. 
Fungi are being raised in organic environments, such as anthracite coal, oil, 
the byproducts of the canning industry, bran, straw, bagasse and the black 
liquid byproduct of paper production, and are producing rather large 
quantities of protein of high biological value equal to that of animal 
pretein. Fungi convert hydrocarbons into protein at an efficiency rate of 55 
percent; meanwhile, in animals, this rate is only 4 to 20 percent. Much food 
is now being produced from fungi in Africa, Australia, the United States, etc. 
One fungi production plant has been constructed in Taiwan that has a capacity 
of 73,000 tons per year. 


Sixthly, we must open more land to agricultural production. This is not a 
simple matter, rather, it is one that will require very much manpower and very 
large capital investments. 


Today, practically all areas of fertile soil are being used by man for 
agricultural purposes; now, we must begin the assault on those areas in which 
the soil is more difficult to work. Based on the experience of other 
countries, the cost of clearing 1] hectare of land has risen 20 to 25 times 
compared to previously. 


Seventhly, we must struggle against the pests of agriculture. On a worldwide 
basis, rats, insects and mold annually destroy some 40 million tons of grain. 
In 1943, one species of mold destroyed nearly 90 percent of the cereal crops 
in a number of areas of India, causing a horrifying famine in that country. 
The quantity of grain destroyed by rats in India could fill a train that 
stretches tor 5,000 kilometers. In India, rats outnumber persons ten to one; 
as a result, 30 percent of crops there are consumed by rats. In 1962, rats 
inflicted heavy damage upon the agricultural products of Vietnam; each year, 
the United States loses 5 billion dollars to crop destruction by insects. 


Eightly, we must develop high yield varieties of crops and breeds of 
livestock. The tremendous achievements that have been recorded’ in 
hybridization and genetics within agriculture during the space of the past 10 
to 15 years have somewhat improved the grain shortage of the world. Man has 
created new varieties of wheat that yield 7.5 times more, varieties of corn 
that yield 3 times more, varieties of beans that yield 4 times more, varieties 
of potatoes that yield 5 times more compared to the old varieties and so 
forth, Scientists have also given their attention to increasing the nutrient 
content of crops; for example, they have increased the protein content of 


cereal grains and beans and developed varieties of corn that have a high 
lysine and tryptophan content. Many agricultural seed banks have been 
organized in Mexico, the Philippines and several other countries to supply 


good eed to the different areas of the world and help to increase the’ grain 
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Programs to develop high yield breeds of livestock are also receiving the 
special attention of scientists. 


Ninthly, we must establish farms that raise wild animals. It has been 
discovered that the various species of wild animals not only have high quality 
meat, but also offer some advantages over livestock. Wild animals make wider 
and more effective use of plant life than livestock, are better acclimated to 
arid areas and resist many of the common diseases of livestock. 


Tenthly, grain and food products must be redistributed from the developed 
countries. This is merely a suggestion made by biologists and will prove very 
difficult to implement. 


Reviewing the ten primary measures for overcoming the difficult situation 
caused by the population explosion, we see that they are closely linked to the 
level of technological development and the material potentials of each country 
and are, asa result, still far beyond the grasp of our country. Only the 
first measure can be easily taken in our country as well as those countries 
that desire to regulate their population growth. Although nearly 180 
countries have launched planned parenthood campaigns and more than 50 
countries have made planned parenthood a national policy, the results that are 
achieved depend entirely upon the program, policies and measures of each 
country. Countries that have taken strong measures, such as Japan, have 
needed only 10 years (1948-1958) to achieve the goal of each woman bearing 
only two children. Seventeen years after the start of planned parenthood in 
China and 15 years after the start of this program in Singapore and Hong Kong 
women are only bearing an average of 2 and 1.8 children respectively. In the 
space of 20 years, Vietnam has only reduced the number of children borne by 
the average woman from six to five. Admittedly, war time circumstances have 
had a major impact upon the planned parenthood campaign in our country; 
however, if we review the matter closely, we must admit that we are still 
giving very light attention to this effort and have yet to adupt good measures 
regarding it. 


In the experience of many countries, importance must be attached to providing 
incentive in the form of material interests and agitationa] propaganda to 
achieve either the goal of rapidly increasing the population or the goal of 
rapidly reducing the size of the population. In the initial stage, 
agitational propaganda is important; once this effort has been put on a 
regular basis, a system of fair rewards and penalties will regulate and 
maintain the movement. 


The state has sufficient reasons and a sufficient basis in the law to adopt 
measures that provide for higher rewards and stricter penalties for each 
stratum of the people so that the planned parenthood campaign achieves the 
desires results. (For example, in my opinion, we can recind the business 
licenses and fine merchants and persons who work in free trades when they give 
birth to their third child; deduct fines from the wages of cadres, manual 
workers and civil servants who have a third child; raise the taxes of farmers 
who have a third child, etc.). At present, this third child, be it male or 
female, represents a calamity in the nation’s future and cannot, therefore, be 
used as an excuse by those persons whose children are all boys or all girls. 














In addition, the party and the mass organizations must take Measures to Gea 
with this problem as part of their propaganda and agitation in order to help 
the government implement planned parenthood. For the sake of the nation's 
future, I think that the Constitution and the Law on Marriage and the Family 
should redefine the marriage age in order to prevent women from having 
children beiore they are 23 years of age. 


A highly effective organizational system in charge of planned parenthood must 
be rapidly established for the purpose of drafting and presenting to the state 
for its examination and promulgation programs, measures, policies and 
regulations on rewards and penalties concerning family planning and for the 
purpose of guiding implementation. It would indeed be a mistake for us to 
waver in the face of the opinion held by some persons that a state policy 
limiting population growth is “inhumane”; it would also indeed be a mistake 
for us to think that everyone has the right to freely decide how many children 
they will have; and, it would be an even greater mistake for us to wait for 
results to come from the planned parenthood campaign merely by means of 
enlightening persons through the sole impact of propaganda or a few simple, 
cursory measures. 


It will be a very difficult and large job to care for and maintain the life of 
comfort of the people in the years 2000, 2050 and 2100. Changes that have a 
special reciprocal effect among the population, the environment and the 
economy are always ready to bring unexpected results to man. When the 
population grows too rapidly, even by taking modern farming measures and 
modern measures to develop agriculture, even by producing synthetic food and 
raising seaweed and fungi, even by effectively fighting pests and developing 
many high yield varieties of crops and breeds of livestock, man can still not 
avoid the consequences of the basic laws of ecology. 


We must recognize and accept one fact: the world in which man lives is 
limited and outer space is not an omnipotent savior, consequently, we must 
develop the consciousness of preserving all of our natural resources, must 
control personal desires and must put a stop to those trends that are 
detrimental to the survival of mankind over the long range. 
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THE REALITY OF WAR AND LITERARY CREATIVITY 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 43-47 
[Article by Dinh Xuan Dung] 


[Text] The experience of literary history with regard to literature that 
reflects wars shows that the thinking and aesthetics of authors who write 
about war are dependent upon many different factors but primarily upon the 
nature and characteristics of the war being presented and the viewpoints and 
attitudes of the author toward the war. The special social character of the 
phenomenon of war and the differences and opposite points of view usually 
found among authors concerning this phenomenon cause the inclinations and the 
subject matter reflected in literature to assume a complex nature. 


In his famous work “War and Revolution,” Lenin wrote: the purpose of 
analyzing war from the Marxist point of view is to confirm “the basic matters 
concerning the class nature of war, the causes of war, the classes that wage a 
war and the historic and historical-economic conditions that cause a war."(1) 
On the basis of this analysis, wars are divided into two main types: just 
wars and unjust wars. Lenin also pointed out that unless they are based on 
the fundamental matters mentioned above, all observations and assessments of 
war “are nothing more than completely empty sentences, than useless debate" 
and mean that "we have deprived ourselves of the ability to understand any 
issue of the present war."(2) Some writers who spent many years in war and 
have recorded significant achievements in their attempt to reflect war in 
literary works can, merely by straying slightly from the basic viewpoints 
presented above, commit mistakes in their attempt to reflect war through 
artistic creativity. 


Vietnam's war ot national liberation lasted for 30 years. During that time, a 
literary “worthy of being in the vanguard of the anti-imperialist literature 
and art of the modern age" was born and developed. Our literature has 
highlighted the important historical values and the profound humanitarian 
nature of the Vietnamese revolutionary war. The theme "man and war" is 
closely associated with the themes "man and revolution” and “man and 
liberation.” Our literature has harshly denounced the inhuman nature of wars 
of agy,vession and confirmed the ideals of liberating the nation and liberating 
man and the revolutionary heroism displayed by our people under our party's 
leadership. 
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The reality of a war always consists not only of specific and very complex and 
diverse changes that occur amidst the roar of bombs and weapons on the 
battlefield, in campaigns and so forth, that is, not only of everything we 
see, but also of the spiritua] sounds and rhythms of man and of life in war, 
that is, of things that we feel and hear. In both of these areas, our senses 
are Strained to their very limits, are brought to new pinnacles. Major works 
on war usually embody both of these factors. However, writing about a war 
while still in the flames of the war itself poses certain limitations. It 
would, therefore, not be unusual at a]1 if, over the past 30 years, our 
literature has failed to described with complete accuracy and fullness the 
reality of the great war fought by our people. Nevertheless, it has displayed 
a keen and profound sensitivity to the atmosphere of our times and the spirit 
of man. It has reflected the heroism, the intensity, the enthusiasm and the 
optimism of our people, of our nation as they marched toward victory. 
Consider the following small but very typical example. When To Huu wrote: 


"And where? Here on earth 

Man continues to feel tenderness amidst untold bitterness 

Continues to live in the rain of bombs 

And continues to feel wholesome friendship despite burning hatred of the 


enemy” 


He was not being meek in his description of war, rather, he felt and captured 
the unique beauty and the spiritual rhythm of our people during those months 
and years. 


The value of a literary stage is always closely associated with the historic 
requirements of that stage. Therefore, even while, with an objective and 
serious attitude, we point out the weaknesses, shortcomings anc drawbacks of 
our literature during the years of the war, we still strongly assert that our 
literature met the fundamental, ardent and pressing needs of our people in 
their fight: our literature of the past several decades has always glowed 
with the ideals and the confidence of revolutionary heroism. 


In the war of liberation, one law that had the effect of controlling § the 
entire reality of the war was the full-scale mobilization for victory, was the 
giving of “everything for victory." In the war, our literature, by 
cultivating noble ideals and proving the true values of man in combat, helped 
to yreatly increase the moral strength of the Vietnamese. An inspirational] 
force that caused man to willingly participate in combat and compelled him to 
urmount the sternest of challenges in order to record heroic feats of arms 
was a foremost characteristic and an historic seal of our literature during 
the war, 


This inspirational force was not a political requirement that lay beyond art 
nor was it the result of abstract and dry theories, rather, it was part of the 
very phenomena being described by art. The author must deal with a special 
law governing the process of literary creativity in writing about 4 war during 
the war itself. Although an author is reflecting the true reality of war, 
this reflection must have the direct effect of inspiring and encouraging 
everyone to march forward and win victory. In the face of an extremely 
diverse reality of a war that is developing with all of the difficulty and 
complexities of a war, many authors, their highest objective being "everything 
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for victory” and with a deep understanding of the persons actually engaged in 
combat, selected for their works the most essential characteristics and 
dominant trends: man triumphing over harsh circumstances fiiied with 
challenges in order to reach the pinnacle of heroic qualities. The “appeal"-- 
if it can be called that--of this literature primarily emanated from the 
details and the structure of literary works. 


The above mentioned inspirational features of our literature on the war that 
was written during the war profoundly controlled many aspects of the effort to 
reflect the reality of war. In many works, works which sought to achieve the 
highest objective, the objective of promptly and directly supporting combat, 
the specifics being reflected and the actual developments appear to occur in 
succession without being separated by time. As persons who were personally 
involved in the war, our writers were very sensitive to and saw, on their own, 
that determining what must and should be expressed in their works was 4 need 
of art itself. The real issues of war are revealed through the discovery and 
affirmation of the strength, the spiritual world, the desires and the 
accomplishments in combat of those who are fighting the war. "It is truly 
difficult to write about war(...). If we write about it as a military parade 
or triumphant return, as something jubilant, we are being deceptive. If we 
only write about it as difficult days and nights, as muddy trenches and cold 
blankets of snow, if we only write about the death and bloodshed, we are 
lying. Although all of these things do exist, if we write only about them, we 
overlook the inner world of the persons fighting the war, overlook the brave 
hearts of the soldiers who, in the heat of battle, give no thought to 
bloodshed, to death or the bitter cold, but only to the victory awaiting 
them."(3) This is true, we deceived no one. We tried, under the specific 
conditions that existed, to reflect our war of liberation and revolution in 
all their diversity, depth and complexity, revealing their most essential 
elements in an “explosion” of major, noble characters, characters representing 
the great strength of the revolutionary heroism of our people. 


Since the end of the war, although the subject to be described is still the 
war itself, stil] the relationship between man and the war, writing about the 
war has assumed new characteristics and become governed by new laws of 
ideology and aesthetics. This is because a time gap now exists between the 
writer and his literature and the subject being described and because the 
requirements of the reading public have changed. 


A developing literature remains a developing literature by bringing itself 
abreast of the times, by always discovering and creating. /Pringing itself 
abreast of the times means our literature must reach a new level of 
ideological and aesthetic development, not that it must make a turn in a 


different direction. Every metaphysical disclaimer is contrary to the law of 
the unified and increasingly rich development of socialist Jiterature. 
However, if we do not grasp the need to bring our literature abreast of the 
times, especially when writing about the war--a need which has arisen under 
the new circumstances of history and on the basis of the development of a time 


yap between that which is being written and that which is being written about 
due to the enrichment of the knowledge, the life experiences and the artistic 
experiences of writers and the impact of the new demands of today's public 
it will be impossible to avoid confusion when charting the course for the 
development of literature. 











In works on the war written during the post-war period, the cesire to 
participate in solving new problems that face us today exerts a strong control 
over the way in which the war theme is handled. The purpose of writing about 
the war during the post-war period is to help, on the basis of a fuller and 
deeper understanding of the war that is in the past and in the face of present 
realities, to explain new problems encountered in the reality of today. 


And what is the reality we face today? We are in the process of making the 
transition to socialism, "Our country is in a situation in which we are at 
peace but must deal with a multifaceted war of sabotage being waged by the 
Chinese expansionists and hegemonists in collaboration with the U.S. 
imperialists; at the same time, we must be prepared to dea] with a situation 
in which the enemy might Jaunch a large-scale war of aggression."(4) Under 
such circumstances, when writing about the war and faithfully reflecting the 
brave wars of resistance that were fought by our people, we must seek to 
cultivate the new socialist man of today, to cultivate revolutionary heroism 
for the purpose of carrying out the two strategic tasks of successfully 
building socialism and firmly protecting the socialist fatherland. Uncovering 
important lessons, especially lessons that tell us why we were so staunch and 
heroic, why we possessed such a high sense of responsibility toward every 
aspect of life and why we possessed such remarkable strength during the years 
and months of the war, is extremely valuable and of important significance. 
Discovering and learning more and more about the nature of the war, about the 
historic stature of the victories won yesterday in order to mold persons who 
possess an unshareabie will and are ready, when necessary, to give their lives 
to protect peace, to protect the accomplishments of the revolution--these are 
the objectives we have in writing about the war today. 


The new level on which the war is written about in the post-war years mainly 
takes the form of generalizing the reality of the war within a dialectical 
relationship between the breadth and depth of writing in order to produce 
works that are worthy of the feats of arms of the nation and the times. Many 


persons within our corps of writers, persons who belong to different 
generations, are planning to do precisely this. The diverse development of 
the ways in which we combine and effectively utilize the potentials of the 
various literary yenres has become a characteristic of our writing about the 


war in the post-war years. Combining these potentials through the genre of 
historical poetry and the genre of “full-scale” short novels is a significant 
feature and a major value when the writer seeks to reflect the realities and 
the changes in the war. Through this method, it is possible to present a high 


degree of realism, many different social strata, the different fates of 
persons, the major trends in history and even the minor details of these 
trends as well as the different sounds and rhythms of the war. The 
achievements of Soviet literature in the development of this method are a 
valuable experience, Such works frequently help to define the character and 
major features of a literature. On the other hand, generalization of the war 
need not tollow solely this course, The stature of a literature is usually 
associated with medium length and short works of prose which, although they 
contain but a small portion of the reality of a war and deal with it only on a 
Narrow Scope, ipprise many people with the inte lligence and insight with 
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The generalization of reality through the methods mentioned above is often 
associated with a contemporary issue that arises as a new characteristic, as a 
new law of the modern literature on the war. These are issues of philosophy 
and ethics that are raised, are brought to light as they writer deals with the 
material of the war. With all modesty, we can still state that the 30 year 
fight waged by our nation was one of profound historic and epochal 
significance. In the course of that fight and through the victory that was 
won, clear answers were found to a host of the most difficult and burning 
questions of nation and the times. Yet, we still have very little literature 
that addresses these issues. Is it because in our literature on the war that 
we have leaned more toward describing than toward analyzing and evaluating 
reality? This is the reason why many literary imayes, including those of 
certified accomplishments, Jack force from the perspective of being 
intellectually stimulating and sometimes prove to be insipid and weak in terms 
of their emotional impact. The coordination of description-analysis and 
presentation-evaluation is a new feature of literature on the war, one that is 
necessary in order to keep pace with the development and the intellectual 
needs of modern day man. The war es manifested in literary works written 
during the post-war period should not be in the form of fond recollections to 
keep and hold, but in the form of lessons in philosophy, ethics and theory, 
lessons that are vivid and highly persuasive. 


In the post-war period, the ability to broaden our analysis to very different 
fields--the economic, political, military and social fields--of the reality of 
the war and the conditions that exist for delving deeply into the profound and 
complex development of the psychology of man under the impact of the war are 
the basis of the new level of development of literature on the war. These new 
features of our literature have been emerging in recent years. In _ this 
process, special pairs of categories of the reality of war have continued to 
be described and analyzed on a new and higher level of art: the hero and the 
tragedy, the noble and the base, that which was gained and that which was 
lost, values and the absence of values, standing firm and falling by the 
wayside, joy over victory and the grief, destruction... Their responsibility 
to the nation, to those who gave their lives and to the generations of the 
future demands that our writers, when writing about the war, not fall into the 
practice of painting a rosy picture, not fall into brevity or dry literature 
nor into “strange” chapters or divorce themselves from the requirement that 
their writing reflect the truth and, instead, only exploit the tragedy, 
suffering and instability of war and the life of man. No one can define a 
quantity or percentage that should be applied to the description of the 
relationships mentioned above, but it must be stated that the basic truths of 
the 3% years of our nation's just war, namely, our ardent patriotism, our deep 
hatred of the enemy, our splendid revolutionary heroism and the true qualities 
of the persons who overcame all the dangers, suffering and death to win 
independence and freedom and secure a new Jife must become the dominant 
artistic truths of the literature that was born in that wars; today, this 
literature is taking the responsibility of discovering and recreating that 
heroic 3) year fight tor life today and life tomorrow. 
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BUILDING AN AGRO-INDUSTRIAI, ECONOMIC STRUCTURE WITHIN DIEN BAN DISTRICT 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 48-52 
[Article by Le Van Phong] 


[Text] Dien Ban, a small, densely populated lowland district of Quang Nam-Da 
Nang Province, was devastated following the two wars of resistance against 
France and the United States: 97 of its 114 villages were heavily damaged and 
9,000 of its 32,000 households had members who were war dead or war invalids. 
Following liberation day, only 3,800 of the 12,500 hectares of cropland in the 
district were under cultivation. Almost aJl buffalo and cattle had been 
killed (only 350 buffalo and 1,200 head of cattle remained). The entire 
district had only 35 small pumps (10 cv) and one brick kiln with a capacity of 
230,000 bricks per year. The traditional handicraft trades had evaporated and 
in this district once famous for its silkworms, silk cloth and brocade cloth, 
there was not one loom! 


Through 7 years (1976-1982) of arduous struggle and by taking many positive 
measures, Dien Ban District healed the wounds of the war and strengthened its 
material-technical bases in a manner closely linked to carrying out 
transformation, strengthening and improving the new socialist production 
relations, accelerating production and stabilizing and improving the standard 
of living of the people. 


Below are some of the basic areas in which Dien Ban District has successfully 
concentrated its efforts. 


I, Concentrating on Grain Production 


In keeping with the resolution of the 4th Party Congress, which called for 
"focusing the efforts of the entire country, of all sectors and levels on 
bringing about a leap forward in the development of agriculture in order to 
fully meet the needs of the entire country for grain and food products,” Dien 
Ban took a series of measures to restore the farmland that was fallow during 
the war, practice multicropping, open new land to cultivation and practice 
intensive cultivation in order to raise crop yields with a view toward 
resolving the district's grain problem. 


The past 7 years have been a period in which the party organization and people 
of Dien Ban have made every effort to heal the wounds of the war, have shed 
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their sweat and blood to remove the bombs, mines and barbed wire left behind 
by the Americans and puppets from thousands of hectares of fallow cropland. 
In these campaigns to clear and restore fields to production, 120 of the 
comrades and compatriots of Dien Ban lost their lives and 270 were wounded. 
Today, all of the agricultural land of Dien Ban District that was abandoned 
during the war has been restored and put back into production. 


Although all the district's farmland was restored to production, the average 
amount of cropland per capita was still very low, only about 850 square 
meters. Asaresult, multicropping, the opening of new land to cultivation 
and the practicing of intensive cultivation in order to raise crop yields 
(especially rice yields) became important measures of decisive significance in 
the effort to achieve self-sufficiency in grain throughout the district. 


Dien Ban quickly initiated the policy of raising a spring-fall rice crop(1l), 
thereby raising the number of rice crops raised per year from two to three on 
S) percent of its cropland. As a result of initiating a spring-fall rice 
crop, Dien Ban has harvested an additional 17,000 to 18,000 tons of paddy per 
year and the average person within the district now has an additional 100 
kilograms of spring-summer paddy per year. The raising of three rice crops 
per year on the same land was something new, something that required 
maintaining the fertility of cropland while meeting seasonal schedules, 
avoiding trying to put “two bowl-fulls in one bowl" and still producing the 
highest output of paddy possible per unit of area. Dien Ban successfully 
resolved these problems by efficiently organizing and managing the labor force 
of the district, strongly developing livestock production in a manner balanced 
with crop production and, in particular, strengthening the material-technical 
bases supporting intensive cultivation. 


Water conservancy has been the measure of foremost importance. Since 1976, 
Dien Ban, under the guideline "the state and the people working together," has 
carried out a continuous mass movement to build water conservancy projects. 
In 1976, the district completed the construction of the Vinh Dien pump station 
(the large size of the province) and built a number of other pump’ stations; 
today, the district has 14 electric pump stations with 112 pumps, each of 
which has a capacity of 1,000 cubic meters per hour, enough to irrigate and 


drain all land under the cultivation of rice. 


Dien Ban is also a district that has a movement to incorporate the use of new 
varieties and has gradually introduced new, high yield rice varieties to 
replace old, low yield varieties. Every agricultural production cooperative 
148 4 specialized seed unit tasked with selecting and establishing new 
:llocations of varieties that are suited to the land conditions and seasons of 


each cooperative. 


order to obtain fertilizer, Dien Ban launched, at an early date, the 
~vements to have “every household raise green manure plants" and "every 
cusehold raise hogs,” with the result that livestock herds have grown rather 
ipidl; the hog herd grew from 7,500 hogs in 1975 to 10,500 in 1982 (an 
average of four hogs per hectare cultivated) and the buffalo herd increased 
nearly seven times (from 1,200 head in 1975 to 10,836 head in 1982). The 
levelopment of livestock production has provided much draft power for use in 
the preparation of fields and much fertilizer. In order to provide incentive 
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for cooperative member families to strongly develop livestock production, Dien 
Ban implemented a policy of trading fertilizer for paddy, a policy under which 
farmers sell 1 ton of livestock manure to the cooperative and are sold by the 
cooperative from 30 to 5O kilograms of paddy, depending upon the type of 
fertilizer. This policy has been successful: more fertilizer is being 
applied to fields, livestock producers have additional peddy for themselves 
and society has additional food products. In order to develop a good supply 
of breeding stock, the majority of the cooperatives have established 
collective hog breeding farms to provide a full supply of breeding stock to 
cooperative members in order to rapidly improve and develop the hog herd. 


As a result of taking the well coordinated intensive cultivation measures 
mentioned above, the rice yields of Dien Ban District averaged 10 tons of 
paddy per hectare for the entire year for 3 years in a row (from 1979 to 
1981); in 1982, the district's average yield for the entire year was 11.2 tons 
per hectare. Some cooperatives have achieved very high rice yields for the 
entire year, such as Dien Tho, which recorded a yield of 17.5 tons, Dien 
Quang, which recorded a yield of 16.2 tons per hectare and so forth. Clearly, 
if the procedures of intensive cultivation are known, three rice crops can be 
raised each year on the same piece of land without depleting the soil and 
increased rice yields can still be guaranteed. 


The most significant changes on the agricultural production front in Dien Ban 
District during the past 7 years have been the following: all agricultural 
land has been restored to production; the amount of area under cultivation has 
increased 3.7 times (from 8,200 hectares in 1975 to 30,100 hectares in 1982); 
the coefficient of cropland use has risen from 1.5 (1976) to more than 3 
(1982); the amount of area under the cultivation of grain has increased 4.4 
times (from 6,020 hectares in 1975 to 26,450 hectares in 1982); total grain 
output, in paddy equivalent, has increased nearly five-fold (from 15,240 tons 
in 1975 to 73,000 tons in 1982); and the amount of grain per capita reached 
500 kilograms in 1982 (it was only 100 kilograms in 1975). This district, a 
district that was receiving famine relief from the state immediately after 
liberation, has rapidly become a district that leads the province in the 
fulfillment of grain obligations and in exceeding the plan quotas assigned by 
the state. During the past 7 years, Dien Ban has contributed to the state 
more than 60,700 tons of paddy. Worthy of mention is the fact that the 
district's farmland equals only about 10 percent of the total farmland of the 
province (12,670/127,416 hectares) but Dien Ban has contributed 25 percent of 
the total quantity of grain mobilized for the state within the province; its 
farmers have an adequate supply of food and have grain in reserve. Having 
successfully resolved the grain problem, Dien Ban has been able to gradually 
expand and develop the small industry and handicraft trades, thereby 
establishing an agro-industrial economic structure within the scope of the 
district. 


[l, Developing Smal! Industry and the Handicraft Trades at Installations and 
within the Scope of tie District 


If, as a small, densely populated district, Dien Ban only developed its 

agriculture, it could not accelerate the redistribution of social labor and 

would find it difficult to improve the living conditions of the people. 
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Consequently, Dien Ban became conscious, at an early date, of 
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develop agriculture and industry at installations and within the scope of the 
district. It has adopted the policy of encouraging the people to pool their 
capital and work together to build small industry and handicraft installations 
in the form of state-operated units, cooperatives, production teams and 
private installations or joint businesses between state-operated and 
collective units, between agriculture and industry, between cooperatives and 
production teams and so forth. The district has 96 small industry and 
handicraft production installations in seven different production groups 
within seven industrial sectors (machines, building materials, textiles, 
leatherware, sewing and dyeing, the processing of grain and food products, the 
harvesting and processing of timber, paper production and chemicals) ranging 
from the towns to the villages and hamlets. The 80 units of the trade sector 
at agricultural production cooperatives produce 46 percent of the total output 
value of the industry, small industry and handicraft trades of the district. 


The small industry and handicraft sector of Dien Ban annually supplies to the 
people of the district a number of instruments of production and essential 
consumer goods that once had to be purchased outside the district. In 1981, 
it supplied to the people of the district 35 million baked bricks, 7.5m °° on 
tiles, 45,000 hand tools, 200 tons of copper and aluminum household ute:»ils, 
220 tons of paper, 3,500 tons of lime for fields, 2,000 cubic meters of timber 
and 350 cubic meters of civilian lumber while processing for the state 400 
square meters of polished silk cloth and nearly 10,000 square meters of bamboo 
blinds and rattan products for exportation. The total output value of small 
industry and the handicraft trades (at 1970 fiyed prices) in Dien Ban in 1975 
was only 835,000 dong; however, by 1982, this figure had risen to 25,816,000 
dong, an increase of nearly 30 times and an annual rate of growth of 62 
percent. 


As a result of coordinating agriculture and industry at installations, Dien 
Ban has rapidly begun to establish an agro-industrial economic structure 
within the district: 


Explanat ion 1975 1982 


Breakdown of total agricultural-industrial 


ut put values: 


4) Agricultural output value 967 607 
b) Small industry and handicraft output value 47, 407 
Breakdown of agricultural and industrial labor: 
a) Agricultural labor 93.52 53% 
b) Small industry and handicraft labor 1.52 18.27 
At the agricultural! cooperatives: 
:) Small industry and handicraft labor 0 15-202 
b) Income from smal] industry and the handicraft 
trades {) OZ 
lil. Closely Linking the Development of Production Forces to the 


lransformation of the Old Production Relations and the Establishment of the 
New, Socialist Production Relations 

During the first years following liberation, the momentum of the masses. was 
one of excitement and confidences; tollowing many years of living elsewhere, 











many citizens of Dien Ban returned to their native villages, all with the 
desire to make their small contribution to rebuilding it. Taking advantage of 
this tavorable opportunity, Dien Ban mobilized the manpower and materials of 
the people of the district, making every effort to clear land and _ restore 
fields to production, build water conservancy projects, build the crop 
protection and veterinary networks and so forth. At the same time, Dien Ban 
has accelerated its capital construction; in the space of only 7 years (1976- 
1982), it invested 109 million dong, 10 million dong of which came from the 
state and nearly 100 million dong of which came from cooperatives and _ the 
people, in strengthening material and technical bases in order to support the 
production and everyday life of the people. As of the end of 1982, Dien Ban 
District had 14 electric pump stations with 112 pumps, each of which has a 
capacity of 1,000 cubic meters per hour and nearly 10 kilometers of ditches. 
The 36 agricultural cooperatives have equipped themselves with 64 1l2cv 
tractors and 2) 52cv or larger tractors as well as 106,785 square meters of 
drying yards, 3,000 square meters of storehouses, 64 rice mills, 69 bridges 
and sluices and 94 kilometers of roads. There are 96 industrial enterprises 
and small industry installations, 59] classrooms, 64 child care centers, 36 
kindergartens, 15 village cultural halls, 15 village medical aid stations, 1 
district hospital, 4 movie units, 36 installation wired radio stations, 1 
short wave radio station and | district museum. (In addition, there are 165 
permanent coastal defense bunkers and fortifications that have been 
constructed through manpower contributed by the people). These material- 
technical bases have helped to accelerate the scientific-technological] 
revolution, brought the ideological and cultural revolution to the _ broad 
masses and strengthened and improved socialist production relations. 


To establish the new production relations within agriculture, Dien Ban began 
by successfully organizing production solidarity teams (representative of 
which is the Binh Nhai Hamlet production solidarity team in Dien Tho Village) 
and then went on to establish high level agricultural cooperatives (bypassing 
low level cooperatives and production collectives). In October, 1978, 
developing upon the results achieved from the two pilot project cooperatives 
in Dien Tho Village, the district decided to establish 18 additional 
cooperatives and, by February 1979, Dien Ban had completed agricultural 
cooperativization within the district, having established 35 cooperatives. 


Socialist transformation within industry, the fishing sector and commerce has 
also been virtually completed; 70 percent of handicraftsmen, 80 percent of 
fishermen and 60 percent of small merchants have been collectivized in various 
forms of low level and high level organizations. 


As a result of the new production relations being established and constantly 
being strengthened and developed within agriculture as wel] as within” the 
small industry and handicraft sector, fishing and the distribution-circulation 
ector, the nature of society in the rural areas of Dien Ban hus undergone § a 


fundamental change. The close association among the restoration and 
development of production forces, the transformation of the old production 
relations and the establishment and development of the new, socialist 
production relations in Dien Ban in recent years has had the effect of 


promoting the establishment of on agro-industrial economic structure within 
the district. 








Besides the results that have been achieved, Dien Ban District is also 
experiencing certain weaknesses that require prompt corrective measures. 
There are still three coastal villages (which represent 20 percent of the 
district's farmland and population) in Dien Ban District that have not 
developed the strengths that lie in their labor and arable land. This is due 
to many reasons but one of the most important reasons is the failure on the 
part of the district to take positive measures to meet the grain needs of the 
citizens of these three villages so that they can focus their efforts on 
producing vegetables and fruit for supply to Da Nang and for exportation and 
develop the production of such annual and perennial industrial crops as 
tobacco, cotton, castor oil beans, cashews and so forth in order to develop 
the strengths that lie in their arable land and create sources of raw 
materials tor industry and the small industry and handicraft sector. In 
recent years, although Dien Ban District has given attention to restoring and 
developing sericulture, it has not adopted policies that provide appropriate 
incentive, most importantly policies on supplying grain to persons in the 
sericulture trade and regulating the profits of silk producers, consequently, 
the development of sericulture has, generally speaking, been slow and has not 
been balanced with the existing capabilities of the people of the district. 
In view of the fact that the cropland per capita average is low (850 square 
meters of farmland per person), the development of production and the 
expansion of the trade sector for the purpose of providing jobs to the people 
of the district must be closely linked to measures designed to reduce the rate 
of population growth and to sending persons to build new economic zones. In 
recent years, Dien Ban District has made many efforts to do this but the 
results that have been achieved have not been much, have not yielded practice] 
returns. In the years ahead, Dien Ban must continue to successfully implement 
its plan to send people to build new economic zones in the Central Highlands 
and the western districts of the province. Special importance must be 
attached to establishing cooperation and an economic alliance between Dien Ban 
District and the mountain districts of the province, which are sparsely 
populated and rich in natural resources, with a view toward rapidly creating 
sources of raw materials so that the initiative can be taken in strongly 
developing the industry and the small industry and handicraft sector of the 
district, thereby helping to promote the establishment of an agro-industria! 


economic structure within the district. 
FOOTNOTES 
1, Transplanted in April and harvested in early July. 
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DISCOVERING NEW TALENTS 
Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 53-54 
[Article by Chu Mong] 


[Text ] 
nade 
important 
liberation, 
construction. 


In the course of the revolution, our party has discovered, 
correct, effective use of countless talents. 
factors in the glorious victories won in the 

in the work of protecting the fatherland 


cause 
and 


Some 38 years have passed swiftly by since the successful August 
Many successive generations have brought the revolution forward. 


trained and 


This has been one of the 
of 
in 


national 
socialist 


Revolution. 


A generation 


can only complete its historic task when it prepares another generation that 
is worthy to take its place. The nucleus of each generation is the talents 
that occupy the key positions in work, in general, and in the work of the 
various sectors and the different fields ot social life. 

In every sector and trade we find certain persons who, because they have 
studied, trained and developed themselves in # painstaking tashion, gained 
much experience, shown themselves to be steadfast in the face of challenges 
and possess aptitudes that are well suited to their occupation, possess 


ethical standards and talents that are superior to those of their 
Discovering, training and correctly utilizing such persons are 
responsibility of the people and the party, 
the leaders on the various levels of the party and state. 

In our nation’s cause of building and defending the country, 
than a few outstanding examples of talents being discovered. 
village of Phu Ung, during a march, Tran Hung Dao discovered a y 
weaver Pham Ngu Lao who possessed the qualitie 
Through public opinion and the opinions of scholar: ° 
La Son mentor Nguyen Thiep and Ngo Thi Nham and utilized them a: 
major undertaking. If they had not met Tran Hung Da 
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wasted and not made such valuable contributions to the nation’ 
thy Nguyen and Thanh aggressor armies, 
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From the historical examples presented above, we see that there is no shortage 
of “talent™ among either those persons who are in the full vigor of their 
youth or those persons who are experienced and in the later years of their 
life. The problem is that these persons have not had an opportunity or the 
necessary Circumstances to appropriately display their talents. Thus, how do 
we promptly and accurately discover these talents? 


To perform this vital work, leaders and the staff agencies assisting them must 
first bring sincerity and a high spirit of responsibili:y to the common’ work 
of the revolution, must be fair and ol jective and not be dominated by 
pre judices, bias or jealousy when evaluating others. On the other hand, to be 
able to accurately distinguish between the rea] and the fake, to see beyond 
the phenomenon to its very essence, to see the future tree in the young 
seedling, persons whose job it is to “select personne!” must have eyes that 
hold the experience of a lifetime. Only by being well versed in a sector or 
trade is it possible to correctly and accurately evaluate the talents and 
prospects of one's colleagues. In the theater and the cinema, there have been 
more than a few cases in which the discovery of a performer has marked the 
Start of a brilliant career for an outstanding artist. In the school and 
laboratory, many scholars have discovered students who are worthy of carrying 
on their scientific careers and some of these “students” go on to record 
brilliant achievements that were once the dream of their teacher. On the 
battlefield and at worksites, more than a few soldiers, officers, engineers 
and technicians have been discovered who, after being trained and placed in 
appropriate jobs, quickly became distinguished military commanders and project 
engineers. To operate well, an agricultural cooperative or a factory must not 
only have a skilled head or director, but must also have a skilled leadership 
collective and a skilled corps of production section chiefs and assistant 
chiets. From the top to the bottom, there must be strony corps that play the 
leading role in order to develop the effectiveness of the organization and the 


capabilities of the broad masses. 


In the revolution, recognized talents are, yenerally speaking, raised to 
important jobs. [heir conccibutions in service of the people's interests are 
considerable. However, the requirements of the revolution and the inexorable 
laws of biology demand that we constantly maintain a widespread effort to 


discover new talents. lo cease to discover new talents is to impede the 
progres of society over time and disrupt the orderly development of the 
national machinery. Under the pen of Nguyen Trai, Le Loi'’s “Appeal for Good 
and Talented Men" began with the words: "Prosperity inevitably results from 
the appointment of good men and the appointment of good and talented men is 


the inevitable result of their being nominated for such appointments.” Le Loi 
considered the “nomination of talented per sons" to be the matter of foremost 
importance in the rebuilding of the country following the total victory won 
over the Minh Army and raised it in every locality and on every level, 


| tye Political hs port presented by our Party Centrait Committee at the Sth 


Congre also stated: Tr be party must dedicate much of it effort to building 

the COrps of party and tate cadres, beginning with leader hif and nanagement 

cadres, tv quality of cadre the factor that determine: uccess in 

leadership work.” Ihe report als pointed out that inspections must he used 
" " 











Jt is only through fire that we can distinguish gold from brass; something of 
the same thing applies in the discovery of new talents. Through inspections, 
inspections of actual] work, inspections conducted in production and combat, in 
emulation movement and through contests to earn certain academic titles and 
honors, leaders and the masses can discover new talents. 


The discovery of these new talents is but the first of many steps, steps which 
include training and using these taients; however, it is a step of extremely 
important significance. 


The historic circumstances of each period differ and the nature, the specifics 
and the form of the discovery i talents also differ. However, the importance 
of the issue is as great today -s it was in ancient times. This is a valuable 
tradition that our party has inherited from our forefathers and raised to a 
new level in the cause of building and defending the country. 


The young and the old are like growing bamboo, the older, strong stems provide 
the base for "tender" young shoots to grow and take their place, thus 
completing the cycle of the long and healthy life of the bamboo clump. 
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A DANGEROUS ESCALATION OF REAGAN'S MILITARY STRATEGY; FROM THE "SWORD AND THE 
SHIELD" STRATEGY TO THE “TWO SWORDS” STRATEGY 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 355-59 
[Article by Nhuan Vu] 


[Text] The current shift from the "sword and the shield" strategy to the "two 


words" strategy is described by U.S. strategists as a new feature of the 
military posture now being adopted by the Reagan administration. 


According to U.S. strategists, although bearing different names, the U.S. 
military strategy has, since World War II, continued to have a basic feature, 
that is to “retaliate massivel’'’ with the use of the strategic nuclear force, 
and to “react flexibly" with the use of conventional weapons under the 
"nuclear umbrella.” 


During the 1940's to the 1999's, the Truman and the Eisenhower 
administrations--which started monopolizing nuclear weapons and _ then 
maintained their superiority in these wea pons~-advocated using nuclear weapons 
as a means to carry out their threat of “massive retaliation" with the purpose 
of forcing other countries to accept "U.S. solutions” to various international 
disputes. During the 1960's and the 1970's, while the balance in nuclear 
weapons between the United States and the Soviet Union was being achieved, and 
the national liberation movement was developing vigorously throughout’ the 


world, successive Washington administrations advocated waging conventional 
wars under the “nuclear umbrella” on different scales and scopes with the main 
purpose of suppressing and stamping out all “uprisings.” This amounted to 
opposing the movement for national liberation and independence. This was the 
period when U.S. imperialism brandished the “sword™ (symbolic of U.S. 
conventional] weApONnS) to mare “blocking” otrike while raising the "shield" 
(symbolic of U.S. nuclear force) to threaten other nations in the world § and 
“deter” the Soviet Union. 
JUCCE SSI VE aaASh ington ;dministrations constantly increased their military 
trenyth under the form of the "sword" or the “shield" and constantly 
brandished the “sword” and raised the “shield” to threaten various nations. 
wever, they tumbled md fell flat on the Vietnam battletield. The 
Jietnamese people's victory rendered the U.S. “sword” bent, upset the U.S. 











global strategy, and created further conditions for achieving a firm balance 
in the forces of nuclear weapons between the United States and the Soviet 
Union, thus driving Washington into a strategic dilemma. 

Entering the 1980's, Keagan--who replaced Carter as U.S. president--initially 
criticized previous U.S. administrations as "sluggish" and "lacking 
initiative” in the manufacture and deployment of U.S. NUCLEAR weapons, both 
strategic and medium-range. He especially criticized these administrations 
for placing U.S. nuclear force, which is playing the role of "shield," into a 
"passive" position. According to Reagan, “deterrence” can develop its effect 
only when the United States shows its readiness to become the first to use it 

"deterrent" weapons in both theory and practice. 


Reagan has come up with @ new military strategy called “direct confrontation" 
which has been built on the basis of a series of strategic “initiatives,” the 
backbone of which is the doctrine which advocates that the "U.S. side is ready 
to take the initiative in unleashing a pre-emptive nuclear strike." This is 
the point of departure for the new cteps in the arms face now being pursued by 
the Reagan administration. It is both the premise of and the solution to the 
problem facing the United States of how to achieve its “military superiority" 
objective. To the Reagan administration, building up the capability of 
"dealing a pre-emptive nuclear blow” is the United States’ inevitable step 


A ‘ ‘ ‘ Al : ‘ 

toward ‘gaining military superiority. foreover, if this objective is 
achieved, the United States will have more favorable conditions to "deal a 

1 P " 
pre-empt ive nuclear blow. 

" ‘ | 
The idea of “dealing a pre-emptive nuclear blow" is not new--previou 
wa ihingt On admini strat 10ns 4} | (are Up witli trie o7imMe SC eTIayTIO agal Ti t t he 
Soviet Union, In reality, the U.S. strategic nuclear force is always in 
readiness to implement this plan. However, given the balance in nuclear force 


Already established between the United States and the Soviet Union, Washington 


administrations, from Kennedy to Carter, could not deny the inevitable fact 
that waging a nuclear war against the Soviet Union amount to the United 
tates committing nuclear suicide. Therefore, the United States has choser 
the “shield” as an emblem with which it gives the U.S. nuclear force th 
character of “defense” aimed simultaneously at deceiving U.S. and world 
opinion and covering up aJ1 U.S. nuclear war schene nd pias. e Unite 
tates regards the “shield” “deterrent” tool to serve 1 bars rs 
Ip and exercise political pre re 
nder Reagan's strategic prism, and to re the po "internat ional 
yendarme,” the United States cannot afford ' ee a prolonging of the current 
‘(lance in nuclear forces between the twe les. ihe United tate 2 
trive to tip this balance--by gaining mi tary trategic uperior 
its favor. One of the measures now bein; ¢ 7 CApAl to urgent 
odernize three types of oe file i WeADO fname ly ntercontinent 
ibs@, Strategic bombers , ing fie f were ipmarines equippe wit 
trategic missiles). This measure et 
ecium-range nuciear weape lor fF ent 
ind medium-r nige nuclear WeADE r f 
easure, the Reagan adr trat 
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submarines, the Pershing-II and Cruise medium-range missiles, and Neutron 
bombs while planning to concentrate the MX missiles in certain areas of U.S. 
territory, and to deploy 572 Pershing-II and Cruise medium-range missiles in 
kurope. According to Pentagon calculations, once U.S. medium-range missiles 
are deployed in Europe, the U.S. nuclear force, both strategic and medium- 
range, will be strengthened both qualitatively and quantitatively, and in this 
way, the “protection” of MX missile against the enemy's nuclear counter- 
attacks and the launching of a pre-emptive nuclear attack will become more 
effective. 


Meanwhile, inspired by a “new defense initiative” made public by Mr. Reagan in 
March 1943, the United States is conducting research into various types of 
"super weapons” and “unique weapons,” including particle beams and laser beams 
capable of “shooting down any missile in flight.” U.S. strategists boast 
about U.S. efforts to gain military superiority and about U.S. capability of 
neutralizing the enemy's counter-attacks against a U.S. PRKE-FMPIIVE nuclear 
strike. Thus, Reagan's “new defense initiative"--designed to make war 
preparations with the use of the "space shuttle” and “combat stations" 
positioned in outer space--lies squarely within the framework of the strategic 
plan for “yaining military superiority” and the war doctrine which advocates 
that “the United States must readily take the initiative in unleashing « pre- 
emptive nuclear strike." 

All Reagan's “strategic initiatives” are based on the role played by the U.S. 
nuclear force as a “shield.” From being a "shield," its role has been openly 
upgraded by the Reagan administration to a "sword" in both theory and 
practice. To achieve the goal of “yaining military superiority,” Reagan 
advocates that the United States must play “double swords.” This means that 
the United States must prepare all facilities and conditions in such a way 
thiat f can launch pre-emptive attac ys on its rivals, &s pec ially the Soviet 
Union, with the use of both conventional] and nuclear forces, preferably its 


nuclear force. 


The Reagan administration, in making war preparations against the Soviet Union 
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sword,” with the support of other “nuclear swords” of a number of U.S. allied 
a ? . * 
ountries, is constantly pointed at the Soviet Union and the socialist 
; P ' P ~~ P se P niles 
Community Ire different direction and at various ranges and altitudes. The 
, hl " , , 
operationat rahge of this word varies from lor Z range when it LS played 
Tron t rie inited rates ind ‘certain oceans to med ium range wher if lis 
brandished {rose the territorie of NATO member countries and from the sea 
4 ) | ; 11 P an uy “ P o> T+ L oe + 
ifeta f j MPritaiy Ang OT wey rl wii a tro Tne os } i t¢ rrane ar and the rer sjan 
7 
tratosphere is reserved for high-trajectory missiles and 
7 rat fw 4 f yt | eT ‘ wil if ! rie tl de 7° prie an ; I é : eT ve (J for m) ] jtar y Gat e | 4 t es, 
. "9 ‘ > Ff " 7 > 
‘ )/ f¢ ‘ cf) for’ ble 
‘ ‘ :, er ¢ 
According te oaks trategicts, Peagar inderscoring the role of the pale 
bear Porce cf hot ean that the United State has belittled the role ot 
, , ‘ + ha , ‘ vf " r a 1 e\% r c ‘ " 
sf we ip OT Ce “ sf ; rFlOwh a AM TAI iT pOSe LOrce, 
; + ‘ ‘ A ‘ " [ ’ , cr ‘ \- * » 
; | i” &. ; 7 , ralepir (once pt (ji t aw wal * Peal naw rOwrni cy por cui Ir 
repent ay war gains? tire Ooviet njofr f OC i r ommun it 
”~ ‘ f > if lad ? t ‘ ye } , jf ’ J j rye ( j , ( QT ‘ t iona] ~ r 











conducted by the United States in battlefields other than Furope under the 
"nuclear umbrella.” 


when there is a nuclear war, the conventional weapons force must also go into 
action, fighting side by side with the nuclear force, to seize the enemy's 
territories immediately after nuclear strikes have been launched. when there 
is a large-scale conventional war in certain areas in the world, al! 
conventional weapons forces involved will also operate under the “nuclear 
umbrella” as they will enjoy various means of support such as aircraft 
carriers, strategic bombers, and fighter planes equipped with nuclear bombs or 
missiles carrying nuclear warheads. In addition, although the Reagan doctrine 
is designed to oppose the Soviet Union, it also poses a threat to other 
nations in the world. 


Exploiting the close relations between the two forms of war--nuclear and 
conventional--and with a design to use force ina way suitable to each 
specific target, situation, and condition while on the path toward achieving 
its “international gendarme” goal, the Reagan administration is also striving 
to sharpen its "conventional sword." The Pentagon is making every effort to 
renovate various essential weapons systems for the three U.S. armed services-- 
namely the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. The U.S. Army is being equipped 
with new generations of tanks, armored personnel carriers, helicopter 
gunships, troop transport helicopters, and ground-to-air anti-aircraft 
missiles. The U.S. Navy is about to complete the establishment of a new naval] 
fleet--the U.S. Sth Indian Ocean Fleet--in order to build up uniform combat 
capabilities in the three oceans (Atlantic, Pacific and Indian) and in _ the 
three vast sea areas (Caribbean, Mediterranean, and Arab). The U.S. Air Force 
is being equipped with such new-type fighter planes as the F-15 and F-16. 


[In order to use U.S. conventional forces as a spearhead against the Soviet 
Union, the socialist community, and the national liberation and independence 
movement while insuring effective and quick coordination between these forces 
and the U.S. nuclear force, the Reagan administration is striving to “improve 
and expand” the system of U.S. military bases in the world, and to perfect the 


"forward interception” tactic by closing in on various combat targets from 
different directions. At present, the number of U.S. troops stationed at 
2, 00 overseas military bases and installations is put at 514,000 men, it 
noteworthy that the Reagan administration is concentrating on expanding the 
Diego Garcia base in the Indian Ocean. It has established a nearly perfect 
chain of forward bases extending from Northeast Asia through Southeast Asia, 
the Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf, the Middle Fast, Fast Africa, Sudan te 
Fpypt. Thus, the U.S. military forces are seeking ways to further close in on 
the Soviet Union from the south while “establishing a chain of pring! 1s" 
n order to prepare for their intervention and aggression against the natior 
iberation and independence movement in the above-mentioned are ° i Tie eapal 
iministration is also strengthening its armed force and increa ' 
itter'’s all-round activities in the Caribbean in a_ bid te 
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only when there is @ nuclear war but also when there is a conventional war. 
Such a war is designed not only to oppose the Soviet Union and the socialist 
community but also to create pressure or conditions for interfering in the 


political affairs of the NATO member countries. 


As part of the policy of arms race and war preparations advocated by the U.S. 
imperialists and other belligerent reactionary forces, such doctrines as 
"dealing a pre-emptive nuclear blow," "limited nuclear war," "two wars," “two 
swords,” the “direct confrontation" strategy, and the programs to produce new 
nuclear weapons and make new tactical deployments are the Reagan 
administration's new and extremely grave escalations of military strategy. 
The danger of 4 new world war--a nuclear war--is increasing, and peace is now 
in great 
While venturing along the criminal path, the U.S. imperialists are seeking 
ways to draw the forces of other countries behind the U.S. nuclear war 
machine. lhe forces include those countries allying themselves with the 
yugh multi-lateral] or unilateral military treaties, the 


~ 


United States thr 


bloodthirsty butchers in South Africa, Israel, and Chile, and the reactionary 
(hinese expensionists and hegemonists. 


The Furopean countrie belonging to the NATO bloc are being turned into a 


* ‘r 
launching pad for U.S. medium-range nuclear missiles and into an attacking 
springboard for the U.S. armed forces. In the Far East, the Japanese islands 
are also regarded by the United States as “unsinkable aircraft carriers" 
designed to store U.S. nuclear weapons. Recently, the United States deployed 
its new F-16 nuclear weapons-carrying jet fighters even in the northernmost 
island sf Japar Oo as to create a direct threat to the Soviet Union's 


[he beijing expansionists and hegemonists are allowing the United States to 
establish electronic eavesdropping stations at certain places along the Sino- 
yorder, pecially in the Xinjiang areas. The U.S. strategists regard 
both the conventional and nuclear weapons forces of the "NATO of the East" as 
importa! ippo forces for the U.S. spearhead now being directed toward the 


Asian part of Soviet territories at a time when Bei jing warmongers are seeking 
to increase the firing range of their strategic nuclear weapons. 


s 


The U.S. sperialists are making tull use of the operating grounds and the 
ilitary might /f their allies and other warlike reactionary forces in the 
world, trying to pressure them into increasing their military budgets as well 
35 the intensity and speed of the arms race, and into serving as a horse for 
ncle to rice along the path of venturing into a war in which both 
nventional and nuclear weapons will be used. 
tal ns ' 4 nat the backyround of the current international situation 
- ima; fo ot tn .5. imperialists, who, followed by a group of their 
henchmen, randishing the “two swords” to threaten to dump the world into 
thi phy ear war under the label of a new “crusade” against the 
jet tf ] jst mmun ity and against the nat iona! liberatior 
if ae aw! they consider “pro-communist.” Another 
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wings over the five continents--symbolic of revolutionary and progressive 
forces which with the Soviet Union as the backbone, are struggling for world 
peace; and of the steel-like determination and the tremendous strength of the 
various nations struggling to stay the imperialists’ war provoking hands, 
dispel, and eventually remove the danger of a nuclear war. 


Remaining vigilant and united, closing their ranks, and increasing their 
struggle efforts, the world people are determined to stamp out all the U.S. 
imperialists’ and warmongering reactionary forces’ schemes and acts of 
venturing into a nuclear wer. The world people must also closely follow up 
the situation to quickly stop the enemy from resorting to any measures and 
tricks aimed at carrying out intervention, either direct or indirect, under 
various disguised forms such as using both the two swords of the conventional 


weapons force and the nuclear forces. 


By dangerously escalating their military strategy, from the “sword and shield” 
strategy to the "two swords” strategy, the U.S. imperialists have fully 
exposed themselves as bloodthirsty maniacs who have committed the most serious 
crime against life on this planet. This escalation also reflects the 
aggressiveness and frenzy of the United States and a decline in its strategic 
position in the face of the current strong uprising trend among various 
revolutionary forces. Even with the “sword and shield" strategy or the “two 
swords” strategy, the U.S. war chariot will continue to be confronted with 
an impregnable brass fortress, that is the revolutionary and progressive 
forces with the Soviet Union as their backbone. The future of this world 
rests with our side, with revolutionary and progressive forces, and with those 
forces struggling for peace and life which are flourishing vigorously 
throughout the world, 








GREAT HAN EXPANSIONISM IN HISTORY 


Hanoi TAP CH! CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 60-67 

[Article by Van Duy] 

Text. ‘rom the perspective of foreign relations, the history of the birth 
and grow's of China during the age of slavery and the feudal age is the 
history f 4 string of invasions and territorial expansion by the great Han 
Dynasties, including dynasties of the Han nation and non-Han dynasties that 
ruled ‘ina that the Han had assimilated. 

The history of the founding of the country of the Hoa Ha (the first name of 
the (Chinese in ancient history) began with the birth of the slave ownership 


the alliance of Ha tribes within a settled agricultural region in the 
jiands (the Son Tay Desert in present day China) in the 2lst 


century &.C. During 4 centuries of rule, by means of wars of aggression waged 
gain ot ceighboring tribes to enslave them, annex their land and force their 
that is, to pay tribute in the form of products and form an 


protect Ha) the Ha Dynasty of slave owners gradually gained 
vast region in the Hoang Ha Midlands. 


ntury B.C., the Thuong, an agricultural tribe in the lower Hoang 
the present day Ha Nam-Son Dong Desert) arose, annexed the 


entis otry of Ha and established the House of Thuong. In 6 centuries of 
r through wars of aggression against neighboring tribes to enslave 
| eir land and force their submission, the Thuong Dynasty of slave 

. ‘\ly expanded its control to a majority of the midlands and lower 


the entire Hoa River basin, 


tury B.¢ a small agricultural nation of slave owners of the 
Nguyen (in present day Thiem Tay) arose, annexed the country 

the House of Chu. In slightly less than 3 centuries 
ty of slave owners, also by means of wars to conquer 


, gradually expanded its control to many places, reaching 

the north, the lower Hoang Ha Valley in the east and the 

wer if ; ng Valley in the south and then divided the territory they had 
than seven large and small vassal states. For the next 

eS, although these vassal states were constantly at war 


~ 
/ 





with one another to achieve power and hegemony (the period from 770 to 475 
B.C. is called the Spring-Fall Feriod and the period from 475 to 221 B.C. is 
called the Period of the Warring States), the ruling class of the House of Chu 
(which included the Chu Dynasty and the dynasties of the vassal states) 
continued to unleash wars against neighboring tribes of nomads and hunters to 
expand their territory and power throughout the vast central plains. During 
these centuries, practically all of the vassal countries that were under the 
domination of the House of Chu gradually evolved from slave ownership to a 
feudal system, 


As a result of especially favorable natural conditions which led to the early 
and relatively strong development of agriculture, which, in turn, brought the 
rapid development of various socio-economic forms and rapid population growth, 
there gradually developed among the thinkers of the ruler class of the House 
of Ha and the House of Thuong viewpoints of racial inequality and prejudice. 
By the time of the Chu Dynasty, these viewpoints had become part of the 
accepted thinking of the ruling class in the agricultural communities in the 
central and lower Hoang Ha Valley. These thinkers gave their people the name 
"Hoa Ha" ("Hoa" means brilliant, beautiful; "Ha" means large) and gave other 
peoples in the vicinity the names "Man," "Di," "Nhung," and “Dich” (the 
hieroglyphics for the world "Man" contain the word “trung” which denotes 
insects, the hieroglyphics for the word "Dich" contain the word “khuyen” which 
denotes a dog and so forth), thus displaying a feeling that their people were 
a civilized, powerful and superior nation and displaying disdain for other 
peoples as barbaric, weak and inferior. They considered the land in which 
they dwelled to be the land of the king, to be Trung Quoc (the country in the 
center of the world) or Trung Hoa Quoc (the country of the Hoa Ha in the 
center of the world) and called the lands in which the other peoples dwelled 
"vassal states"(countries that formed a fence protecting China). Over the 
course of many centuries spent conquering the surrounding tribes of nomads and 
hunters, the thinkers of the various Hoa Ha Dynasties asserted that the king 
of China was the "Son of Heaven," the "Fmperor™ (the king of alt kings on 
earth), that the Chinese Imperial Court was the "Celestial Court"(the imperial] 
court of the son of heaven) and that China itself was the “Celestial 
State"(the country of the son of heaven). The kings of the vassal states were 
considered by them to be “lesser dieties” (servants of the son of heaven who 
ruled the countries around China, received their titles trom the son of heaven 
and were obliged to sent to the capita] of China whatever was ordered by the 


son of heaven). 


In 221, the Tan Dynasty (a former vassal state that had arisen in the land of 
Thiem Tay) annexed virtually all of the central plains, establishing the first 
Chinese empire. On the basis of the realities of the Tan Dynasty’s imposition 
of its rule through warfare, La Bat Vi (the first person to help Tan Thuy 
Hoang establish this great empire) and his advisors reached the following 


conclusion: "Within the home, parents cannot neglect to beat their children 
when they are bad; within the country, we cannot neglect to punish persons who 
ire bad; in the world, we cannot neglect the pacification of other countries. 
[Ihe only thing that matters concerning whether the enemy i reknowned ofr 
unknown, large or small, intelligent or ignorant is whether they are large or 
small. (lose analys) hows that military affairs take many torn eins 


secretive and not saying what we feels; hating the enemy and being compelle 








ng the enemy through a show 


of force; 


Situation; winning over or rejecting 
forces and opposing others; launching all-out 
rms of the military attack together. Al1l eight 
postures, they differ only in scale, some being 
ra f the tyrant Tan Thuy Hoang, who annexed 
tablished the first Chinese empire, and his 
emperors of ancient times only had an empire of 
y the lands of the vassals and barbarians 
t govern whether they paid tribute to him or 
rmies, slain the ruthless and rebel forces 
ive become our districts and all laws and 


which never existed before."(2) 


-central nation view with the view of 
ther peoples and pacifying the world 
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present day Van Nam). In the west, the Han, through every crafty and 
deceitful diplomatic means conceivable and in coordination with military 
pressure, forced the severa] dozen small countries in Tay Vuc (present day Tan 
Cuong) to yield to them. 


In 220, the Han Dynasty fell apart and China fell into a period of civil war 
that lasted more than three and one-half centuries (the history books call 
this the period of the eight states, the Luong Tan period and the period of 
the northern and southern dynasties). In 589, China was again reunified, this 
time under the Tuy Dynasty. In the several] decades of its rule, the House of 
Tuy made every effort to divide the Tuyec Tribe in the north in order to 
control them and sent troops to invade Van Xuan (the name of the newly 
independent country of Au Lac) and the country of Chiem Thanh (from present 
day Binh Tri Thien to central] Vietnam). In particular, in 612, 613 and 614, 
it launched three successive wars of aggression to reoccupy Cao Ly (North 
Korea) but met with defeat all three times. 


In 618, a large feudal power arose in northern China, toppling the Tuy Dynasty 
and establishing the House of Duong. In the first century of its rule, the 
Duong Dynasty sent forces to conquer lands in all four directions, going 
beyond the borders of the previous Han Dynasty. To the north, the Duong Army 
occupied the Mac Nam region (the southern Gobi Desert) of the eastern Tuyec 
Tribes. Fmploying military pressure combined with diplomatic maneuvers, they 
forced the Thiet Lac Tribes in Mac Bac (the northern Gobi Desert) to submit to 
them. [hey also attacked and occupied the I Ly River basin of the western 
Tuyen Tribes and forced all the countries in the west that were controlled by 
the western Tuyec to yield to them. fo the east, the Duong Army invaded Cao 
Ly (North Korea) and Bach Tay (southwest Korea). fo the south, the House of 
Duong sent forces to suppress uprisings by the people of Van Xuan. In these 
conquered lands, the House of Duong set up governments called "governments of 
dominion.” To the west, the House of Duong sent forces to attack Tho Coc Hon 
(the Cam Tuc region) in order to force this country to yield; a long war’ was 
fought against the country of Tho Phon (the Khang Tang and Thanh Hai region). 
During Thai Tong, the first of the Han Fmperors, said to his servant; "In the 


past, only Tan Thuy Hoang and Han Vu De conquered the barbarians. With our 

three meter words, we have conquered 200 kingdoms, thus causing people 

everywhere te hold their breath and nations near and far to pay tribute to 
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included Mongolia, Manchuria, Cao Ly, Tay Ha, Tay Vuc, Tho Phon, Van Nam and 
China). The Mongolian feudalists collaborated with the Han Toc feudal 
landowners in order to strengthen their economic and political base; on the 
other hand, they were gradually assimilated by the Han. The Han Toc feudal 
landowners, forgetting the shame of having lost their country, joined the 
Mongolian feudalists in oppressing and exploiting their people and considered 
the Nguyen to be the official dynasty of China; at the same time, they joined 
the Mongolian feudalists in wars of aggression against other countries. 
During several decades in the second half of the 13th century, the Nguyen- 
Mongolian feudalists took manpower from China and turned China into a rear 
base for wars of aggression against Japan, Chiem Thanh, Dai Viet and Java (in 
present day Indonesia). All of these wars of aggression were defeated by the 
armies and peoples of those countries, with the heaviest defeats occurring in 
the two wars of aggression against Dai Viet in 1285 and 1287-1288. 


In 1368, the Mongol Army was driven from China. The re-established Minh 
Dynasty continued to pursue the expansionist policy of the previous Han 
Dynasties. In the north, in the 1470's and 1480's, the Minh Army launched 11 
separate attacks on the desert area of the Mongols; in the early years o* the 
15th Century, it invaded Mongolia five times. In the south, the House of Minh 
attacked and occupied Van Nam in 1372; from 1466 to 1472, it continuously sent 
troops to attack Dai Viet. At the same time, during the first several decades 
of the 15th century, the Minh Dynasty sent armed fleets commanded by Trinh Hoa 
across the ocean seven times to the countries of the Indonesian Archipelago 
and the Indian Ocean to broaden the scope of the influence and power of the 
Chinese empire and prepare for the infiltration of these regions by Chinese. 


In 1644, the Minh Dynasty was toppled and Thanh troops swept down from 
Manchuria to attack and occupy China. They then expanded their occupation to 
Van Nam and Taiwan. Han Toc feudalists supported the Thanh feudalists in 


their uppression of the resistance movement of the Chinese people, 
considering the Thanh Dynasty to be the official dynasty of China. The Thanh 
feudalists were gradually assimilated by the Chinese. The Man-Han feudalists 
collaborated with one another in robbing China of its manpower and materiel! 
ind throwing them into wars of aggression to achieve their ambitions of 
expansionism and big country hegemony. In the second half of the 1&tt 
century, northern Thanh Hai and northern Tan Cuong (of the Mongols), southern 
Tan Cuong (of the Hoi Hot) and the land of Khang Tang (of the Tang) fell into 
the hand of the House of Thanh. The rule of the Thanh empire spread, in the 
north, to Manchuria, the Gobi Desert and the Hoc Long Giang Basin; to the 
west, it spread to the | Ly River Valley and the Khang Tang mountainous 
jungles; to the south, it extended to Van Nam and Luong Quang; and to the 
east, it extended to Korea and Taiwan, In 1788-1789, the Man-Han feud t 

ent 300,000 troop to invade Dai Viet but they were tragically defeated. 

in the econd halt of the 9th century, imperialist ountrie trongly 
intiltrated China. The Thanh empire gradually fell apart. The country of 
China gradually became a quasi-colony of imperialism. 

[The shadow f the eight Chinese feudal empires, the n, » IUy, Ng, 
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expansionism and big country hegemony of the Chinese bourgeoisie at the start 
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of this century, a time when China was being torn apart by the imperialist 
r 


countries, were the greedy and eccentric political policies of the notorious 
politicians of the bourgeois reform faction. Among those persons were some 
who advocated that China rapidly become the ruler of the world. They said: 
"Let us quickly develop our industry and build electric power plants. We can 
develop sources of natural resources for ourselves in Europe and America. we 
have 400 or 0 million persons, 10 million of whom can be recruited for the 
army. we have inexhaustible sources of iron ore and metals, which can be used 
to build thousands of warships. And, when we do this, we can cross the five 


continent and they will see flags of the gold dragon fluttering and dancing 
in the alr ney aiso asserted: ihe ceve lopment of our nation has followed 
two paths: the first has been the assimilation of the countless nationalities 
within our country and countries beyond our border and the second has been 
sending ir nationalities to the borders year after year and expanding our 


ountry's borders... ir 39,000 year history has followed these two path: (4) 
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mn the present stage, the spearhead of their atteck is directed toward 


outheast Asia, with the immediate targets being the countries of Southeast 


, in general, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, in particuler. The 
wo wars of aggression against our country on the southwestern border and the 
orthern border that were unleashed by the Beijing reactionary ruling circles 


rove their determination to annex our country. 


Ihe realities of the past several thousand years of history show: expansion 
and aggression were the strategic plan, were the essence of the great Han 
Dynasties of China. The realities of the past several decades prove: as 
regards Vietnam as well as Kampuchea and Laos, expansion and aggressior 
continue to be the strategic plan, to be the essence of the Chinese 
reactionary ruling circles of today. The Beijing expansionists and 


f 


‘yemonists have not abandoned their long held plan to weaken and eventually 


annex Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea in order to open the way for expansion into 


he other countries of Southeast Asia. The strategy aid tactics of China 


oncerning the revolution of the three countries of Vietnam, Laos and 
ampuchea have never changed, rather, they have become even more hostile. 
his situation demands that we display higher vigilance, always be ready and 


determined to win victory over their multifaceted war of sabotage and be ready 


) win victory over a large-scale war of aggression unleashed by them. 
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VHE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY MARCHES STEADILY FORWARD 
Hanoi TAP Chil CONG SAN in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 68-70 
[Article by Le Tinh] 


[Text | The Portuguese Communist Party was born 62 yeers ago. The party 
fought clandestinely for a full 48 years under the blood: oppressive regime of 
fascism. The Portuguese Communist Party was the only party to wage a 
continuous and tenacious fight against the fascist dictatorship for a free and 
democratic Portugal. It is the only political party that has a tight 
Organi zation throughout the country with bases among manua] workers, farmers, 
soldiers and officers. 

The correct line and steadfast activities of the party were important factors 
in the victory of the April revolution, which ended the 42 year fascist 
dictatorship in Portuya] and established a progressive Ccemocracy. 


The tremendous significance of the event that occurred on 25 April 1974 lies 
also in the fact that it opened the way for the national liberation revolution 
to win victory in such Portuguese colonies as Mozambique, Angola, Guinea 
U Cape Verdi, Sao Tome and Principe. Macao, the Portuguese colony in 


js 
hina, was also granted autonomy in 1976. 


nce April 1974, the Portuguese Communist Party has been the only party to 


conduct ‘trong activities designed to protect the accomplishments of the 
revolution. As a result, the party still has great prestige emong the masses 
T a certain amount of influence and power within the agencies of yovernment 
t hve various Jevels, Thirty-nine party membei are now members of 
rliament. [he People’ Alliance, of which the conmunist party is the 
cleus, now numbers more than 9,000 representatives within the various organs 

if power on the basic level (of the total of nearly 66,000 representatives). 
Member of the communist party hold the post of chairman of 50 city council 
) vill we COLNCIIS (of the 4,05 Village councils). he Portuguese 
Labor Federation, under the influence of the communist party, has assembled 
illion members and is the strongest trade union in Portugal. The party 

yw a bout 200,000 members and the Communist yout! nion has 40,000 














The Portuguese Communist Party is one of the staunch and respected contingents 
of the internaticnal communist and worker movement. 


Why has the Portuguese Communist Party, «# worker party with very few material 
and financial means in a developed capitalist country in western Furope, a 
place that is the frequent target of attacks Ly insane anti-communism as well 
as opportunism of al] shades, been able to achieve such large stature in the 
course of the revolution in Portugal and gain such prestige within the world 
revolutionary movement? 


The answer to this question lies in the nature of the line of the Portuguese 
Communist Party headed by A. Cu-nhan [Vietnamese phonetics], a line 
impregnated with Marxism-Leninism. The Portuguese Communist Party does not 
deny the fact that within the modern bourgeois societies of the West, new 
changes and phenomena are emerging. However, these new factors never alter 
the nature of capitalism or imperialism. In Portugal, the basic production 
relations continue to be those of capitalist ownership. The main opposing 
classes within the country are still the working class and the bourgeoisie. 
The dominant law is still the exploitation of surplus value. The basic trend 
in the life of society is the impoverishment of the laboring people. ‘These 
factors are reflected in bourgeois culture, ethics and Jaw. Aili of them were 
exposed by the founders of scientific socialism long ago. Therefore, the 
question in Portugal hase been how to apply Marxism-Leninism in a creative 
manner within the revolutionary struggle. 


At its 6th Congress held 9% years before the outbreak of the April revolution, 
the Portuguese Communist Party adopted a political line, a line which has been 
proven correct by the realities of the Portuguese revolution both before and 
after 25 April 19/74, At that congress, the Portuguese Communist Party defined 
the strategic task of the Portuguese revolution as carrying out the democratic 
and national revolution. It was first necessary to crush the fascist state 
and establish a democracy while eliminating Portugal's dependence upon 
imperialism and winning national independence. The national independence of 
Portugal could not be separated from the total liberation of the colonial 
peoples. The basic form assumed by the revolution was the coordination of 
political struggle and the use of force to topple fascism. 


During the period from 19/4 to 19/6, when the party participated in the 


various provisional governments, it continued to firmly adhere to the stand of 
the working class and thoroughly implement its line on protecting and 
developing upon the accomplishments of the revolution. During this period, 

we to the role played by the party in the government, the Portuguese 
revolution met many stern challenges and implemented a significant number of 


progressive policies, such as nationalization, ayrarian reform, abolishing the 
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The Portuguese Communist Party is one of the communist parties in western 
Europe that resolutely supported the just cause of the Vietnamese in past 
years and continues to do so now. The Portuguese communists fully support our 
people in their struggle against Chinese expansionism and hegemony. The party 
has unswervingly supported the just cause of the fraternal peoples of 
Kampuchea and Laos. 


Having adopted the correct domestic and foreign lines, the Portuguese 
Communist Party has stood firm in the face of every challenge. The prestige 
of the party has constantly been enhanced. The communists and people of 
Vietnam are always grateful for the valuable support of the communists and 
people of Portugal. We are happy over the trenendous victories that have been 
won by the Portuguese Communist Party and the people of Portugal. We are 
firmly confident in the ultimate victory of the communists of Portugal. 


7809 
CSO: 4216/14 END 














END OF 
FICHE 
DATE. FILMED 











